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THE PLOWMAN AND THE REAPER
Address Melbourne Convention
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The time setting for our study today is the end of the age. As to the exact date when the work of the plowman and the reaper commence, there could be some difference of thought; we will come back to that later.

Israel of old was very much an agriculture society. So many of the illustrations and parables given by our Lord were based on every day events, familiar to most of the people.

Our theme text is taken from Amos 9:13,    
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt”.

We are shown the commencement of the reaping work in Revelation 14:14-15, 
“And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe”
At the time of our Lord’s second presence He carries out a number of different works, this passage pin points the harvest period. The Lord Jesus is in charge of the harvest work and those doing the reaping work are the angels or messengers as we see by Matt. 13:39, 
“and the enemy that sowed them is the devil: and the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are angels”.
The messengers are the members of the called-out Church. Some have asked how do we know this, could they not be the angels of Heaven?
As we know there was also a harvest at the end of the Jewish Age, If we look at this  harvest it helps with our understanding of the Gospel Age harvest. The Jewish Age   harvest commenced with our Lord’s first advent, or perhaps we could say even 6 months earlier with the preaching of John the Baptist, his work was at least the preparation work. We have our Lord’s words in Matt. 9:37-38,
 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but

the laborers are few;

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth

laborers into his harvest.
. We have a similar  passage in Luke 10:1-2,
“Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two

before his face into every city and place, whither he himself was about to come.
Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the

laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he

would send forth laborers into his harvest”.
Here Jesus is sending labourers into the vineyard to do the harvest work. This passage  shows that the reapers are earthly messengers, Christ’s body members. In this case it is the seventy that our Lord  sent forth. If the heavenly angels were the reapers there would have been no need to pray for labourers to carry out the harvest work, GOD has millions of angels at HIS Command, ready to do HIS Will.
Our Lord  makes the matter very clear in John 4:34-38
“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent

me, and to finish his work.

 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?

behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for

they are white already to harvest.

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life

eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice

together.

And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth.

I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor: other men

labored, and ye are entered into their labors”.

Jesus is speaking to His disciples and He says “Ï sent you to reap”
 So it would be just the same at the end of the Gospel Age, it is still Christ’s disciples that are doing the work of the harvest. The Gospel Age harvest is the separation of the wheat from the tares, the tare are counterfeit or imitation Christians. The tares are a weed that is very hard to distinguish from the wheat until they ripen their grain, then the heads of the wheat hang down whereas the tares stand upright. This is a beautiful picture illustrating the gracious character and humility of true Christians.  The words of the hymn are their heart felt attitude, “O! To be nothing, nothing, only to lie at His feet, a broken and empty vessel, for the Master’s use made meet.”  Whereas the tares hold their heads erect, bolt upright, showing the pride and self-confidence of the false Christians.
 We find the details of the Jewish Age harvest brought out in Matt. 3:1, then verses 9-12,   
“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of

Judaea,”

now verses 9-12,

“And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our

father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise

up children unto 
Abraham.

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore

every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and

cast into the fire.I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance.                                       but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes                                                     I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the                                                        Holy Ghost, and with fire:” whose fan is in his hand,                                                             and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing-floor;                                                                      and he will gather his wheat into the garner,                                                                                              but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.
We notice here that the separation is the wheat from the chaff, not from tares as there were no tares at that time, in the end of the Jewish Age no counterfeit Christians. The separation was out of the nation of Israel, these were certainly not claiming to be Christians. John the Baptist says in verse 11: “He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire,” that is, the true Christians, the wheat class will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. The false Christians, the chaff with fire, this baptism of fire took place at 70 AD at the hands of the Roman forces. Verse 12 says: “His fan is in His hand,” this is a reference to the way that the winnowing work was carried out in those days, the fan was used to blow away the chaff which was lighter than the wheat, this would leave the wheat, the chaff would be gone. What a very good picture we have here of just what happened to the nation of Israel, the chaff class. Those who did not die at the hands of the Roman army, were scattered throughout the nations of the world, just as the chaff was blown away by the wind. (According to Josephus the Romans sold 79 000 Jews as slaves.)
Going back again to our illustration in Rev. chapter 14 we see that the one like the Son of man is sitting on a white cloud. What would the cloud picture? Clouds often picture trouble, sometimes they are associated with thunder and lightening as in Psalms 77:17-18, 
“The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine

arrows also went abroad.

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings

lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook”
Again in Psalms 97:1-6,

“The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles

be glad thereof.                                                                                                                                             Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and

judgment are the habitation of his throne.

A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.

His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the

presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his

glory.

As we know our Lord’s presence is to be revealed to the world by clouds of trouble, as in the days of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank,

they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;                                                                But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and

brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.

Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
 In this case in Revelation Chapter 14 the illustration is different from the other clouds, we are specifically told that it is a white cloud, a white cloud would hardly be used to picture trouble. As a suggestion we would say, the term cloud is used to draw our attention to trouble, then we are told that it is white to show that there will be no severe trouble that would interfere with the harvest work. So the white cloud is saying, no severe trouble. We might think that there is much trouble throughout the world at the present time, and that is true, but the thought would be that the severe time of trouble, the great tribulation is still being held back. We are still living in a favorable time to enable the final work of the harvest to be carried out and the four winds of trouble are still being held back as we see by Revelation 7:1-3  
“And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four

corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the

wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of

the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to

whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,                                                            Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we

have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
White pictures purity, it could picture the purity of the one sitting on the cloud, our Saviour  We note that our Lord  is wearing a golden Crown; we would suggest that this indicates that He is reigning during the harvest period. Some understand this to refer to the 1000 year Reign with the Saints; but before this can commence, the harvest must be over and all the Saints must be with their Master in Glory. We were recently listening to an address on disk by the late Br. Russell  Pollock, he made the comment that nowhere are we told the length of out Lord’s Reign, this is true. What we are told is that the Church is to reign with Him for a1000 years.

We note that in this illustration of Christ on the cloud, that he is sitting on the cloud, He is not standing up, as He is in Daniel 12:1, 
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which

standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of

trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that

same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one

that shall be found written in the book.”
Here we have our Lord under the name of Michael standing up. The term ‘stand up’ occurs in other places in the book of Daniel where it applies to the commencement of the reign of a king. 
 The One like unto the Son of man is using a sickle to accomplish the harvest work. The sickle is generally understood to picture the truth and we believe correctly so, it is the truth that causes the separation; when those who are of the right character hear the truth it finds a response in their heart. When they hear that Christ’s Ransom gives an universal opportunity for all mankind to receive everlasting life, it brings a great joy, they think how wonderful, our GOD is indeed a GOD of love, they recognize it as the truth.

While some take just the opposite view, they say we have accepted Christ at the present time and have laboured in His vineyard, why should others who have not  accepted Christ  now receive an opportunity? We think of our Lord’s words in Matt.7:21-23,  
 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is

in heaven.                                                                                                                             Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and

in thy name done many wonderful works?

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from

me, ye that work iniquity.”
Going back again to Revelation chapter 14, we see that after the first harvest is finished there is another harvest. Let as look at Revelation 14:17-20, 
“And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he

also having a sharp sickle.

And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over

fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle,

saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine

of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.

And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the

vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of

God.

And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came

out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a

thousand and six hundred furlongs.”
We see that it is the vine of the earth that is being harvested. Let us now turn to the words of our Saviour in John 15:1-2,
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more

fruit”.
Now John 15:5,
”I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do

nothing”.

Notice how our Master commences His lesson He says; “I am the true Vine.” He seems clearly to be alluding to the fact that in time a false vine would develop. Jesus is the true Vine, each of us are branches in that Vine. The illustration would be that of a grape vine, the branches draw the nourishment from the vine, just so with us, we can do nothing of ourselves; our spiritual sustenance comes from our dear Master. The purpose of branches in a grape vine is to produce fruit, as we are branches in the true Vine, our Heavenly FATHER is looking for fruit from us.

The vine of Revelation represents the false, counterfeit religious systems, especially Papacy. No branches are mentioned,  the branches would be the imitation Christians, referred to as tares in the parable of the wheat and the tares in Matt. chapter 13. Here we have two quite different symbolisms illustrating different aspects of the false systems, one a wheat field mixed with tares, the other a grape vine, which is described as the vine of the earth. The thought is that it is an earthly vine, not a spiritual vine as it should be. By the end of the age the nominal church will have lost their spirituality and come down to earthly things, for many it is more of a social club. The verse says her grapes are fully ripe, that is, her fruitage, her evil deeds have come to the full. Let us look at Revelation 18:1-5,  
“After these things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven, having great

authority; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

And he cried with a mighty voice, saying, Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and

is become a habitation of demons, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean

and hateful bird.                                                                                                                      For by the wine of the wrath of her fornication all the nations are fallen; and the

kings of the earth committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth waxed rich by the

power of her wantonness.

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come forth, my people, out of

her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues:

 for her sins have reached even unto heaven, and God hath remembered her

iniquities.
Here we have an allusion back to the vine of the earth  “For by the wine of the wrath of her fornication all the nations are fallen; The wine her false doctrines.
We have already seen immorality creeping in, homosexuality is condoned in some quarters, even some of these are ordained ministers of religion and even women also are ordained as ministers; quite contrary to the instructions of GOD’S Holy Word. This is a clear sign of the end-time falling away. As we have seen Revelation chapter 18 uses extremely strong language which suggests that what we have seen to date is only the tip of the iceberg compared to what is to come.

 Revelation 14:20 shows that when the false vine is cast into the great winepress a vast quantity of blood comes out, the space of 1600 furlongs and up to the horse bridles. This is an enormous quantity of blood, but what does it symbolize? We must keep in mind that this is not a literal passage of Scripture. Its fulfillment will be the final work of the harvest which will take place near the very end of the age.

We know very well that at that time in the Battle of Armageddon, which is the Great tribulation there will be a much loss of life and much literal blood shed. But is that what is meant here? If we follow the symbolism very closely it would suggest otherwise. Where does the blood come from? It can only come from one place, the clusters of grapes, in other words the fruitage. The false vine has produced a great amount of fruit, some very evil fruit, none of her fruit no matter what kind is acceptable to GOD. HE does not accept the labours of those that HE has not called, especially those who are doing it with the wrong motivation. Let us look again at Matt. 7:21-23,        
 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and

by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works?

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work

iniquity.”
These have even cast out demons and done many wonderful works. At our Lord’s first advent He healed the sick by casting out demons. Here we have the counterfeit We think of the television evangelists of today who claim to be healing the sick, this could equate with those who are saying at that day:  “we have cast out demons in thy name etc.” Many of these preachers have built themselves mansions with the money that they had collected, money that should have been used exclusively in the Lord’s service, living in luxury by the money contributed, instead of serving the flock.
There are two kinds of works carried out by the false vine, those that appear to be good works, and those that are clearly evil, such as the evil works of the Papacy during their 1260 years of persecuting power when many who refused to bow the knee to this false ungodly system and accept their erroneous doctrines were tortured and slain in many different ways, some burnt at the stake. Many of those who carried out these terrible deeds thought that they were doing GOD’S will, just as our Lord said in John 16:2,.   
 “They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you shall think that he offereth service unto God.
It is interesting to note that the juice of the grape is some times referred to as the blood of the grape, as we see in Genesis 49:11,
Genesis 49:11 Binding his foal unto the vine, And his ass's colt unto the choice vine; He hath washed his garments in wine, And his vesture in the blood of grapes:
And again in Deuteronomy 32:14,
Butter of the herd, and milk of the flock, With fat of lambs, And rams of the

breed of Bashan, and goats, With the finest of the wheat; And of the blood of the grape thou drankest wine.
Going back again to the question of what does the blood represent, while keeping this question in mind, let us think again about Matt.13 the parable of the wheat and tares, also of Revelation 18 depicting the fall and complete destruction of Babylon. Verse 4 reads 
Revelation 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come forth, my people, out of

her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues:
Now to the last verse of the Chapter, Revelation 18:24,
“And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all that have been slain upon the earth.”
Here we have three different passages on the same subject, but each concentrating on different aspects, we need to combine them all to get the full picture. The parable of the wheat and tares concentrates on the individuals, the false and the true, how they came in to existence, their sojourn together during the Gospel Age, and the ultimate outcome. No mention here that the wheat class has to take action and come out of Babylon. We see that there is a separation, the tares are tied in bundles, ready for burning later, not a literal burning, but burnt as tares; in other words they will have been brought to a realization that they have not been called of GOD, and that their hope is earthly not heavenly. We find that  the wheat has a part to play in the separation by coming out of Babylon when we read Revelation chapter 18. 
Revelation 14:18-20 concentrates on just two aspects, firstly the false system pictured by the vine of the earth; whereas the parable of the wheat and tares does not mention the system, but concentrates on individuals. In Revelation 14 the second aspect brought out is the fruitage, the clusters of grapes, the fruitage of the false system. This is specially brought out in verse18, here it says: “gather the clusters of the vine for her grapes are fully ripe.” We notice that the whole vine is cast into the winepress, not just the grapes. This would be contrary to the normal procedure for making wine, where the wine would be left in the ground to produce another crop of grapes next season. In this illustration the false wine is totally destroyed and will never produce another evil fruitage. Individuals are not mentioned here, they are covered in Matt. 13  in the burning of the tares. But as we said before, the branches which represent the individuals are not mentioned here. It would be quite inappropriate to do so in this illustration, because what we are shown here portrays the complete and final destruction of the false systems of earth, . The branches represent people, the tare class, and these are not being literally destroyed. If they die at the time of the Great Tribulation we understand that they will return during Christ’s 1000 year Kingdom Reign (the world’s Judgment Day), in line with our Master’s assurance that all in their graves will return, both the good and the bad.

Keeping these points in mind that we have looked at so far, let us return to the question of: “what is represented by the blood?” This blood comes from the fruitage, the clusters of grapes, the vine its self can produce no juice or blood. For our answer to the question let us turn to Revelation chapter 18 again, if we read this chapter through we see that it depicts the complete and final overthrow of Babylon. Let now read the last verse of the chapter, Revelation 18:24,
“And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of

all that were slain upon the earth.”

This would be the blood that is shown in symbol in Revelation 14:20. Both of these chapters present the same thought, that the blood is found in her after she is destroyed. In each case it is the last verse of the chapter that makes the statement regarding the blood; that is, after first describing the complete destruction of the false system.
We are not to think that as chapter 18 occurs after chapter 14 that it is describing events that occur later. We are shown the demise of the false systems in several different places in Revelation, each describing different features and aspects of the same thing. As we know the term Babylon includes both the ecclesial and civil systems. Chapter 18 seems to includes both, notice verse 24 says the blood that was found in her was not only the blood of saints but also the Prophets and all that were slain upon the earth, this is a very comprehensive statement and shows that the term Babylon in its broadest sense really covers quite a wide spectrum.

We find a very similar account in Joel 3:13-14, 
“Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, go down; 

For the winepress is full, 

The vats overflow—

For their wickedness is great.”

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision”.

 The Joel account says that the vats are over flowing that is the vine vats, these are over flowing with the great quantity of blood as shown in the Revelation account, the verse  ends with the words “for their wickedness is great”, this gives the reason why the vats over flow, for, or because their wickedness is great, the thought is that the vats overflow with their wickedness, the blood symbolizes their wickedness, the great quantity of blood that they have shed, all the past blood that has been shed up to that point of time, it has been estimated that 50 million were slain at the instigation of the Papacy during their 1260 year reign of tyranny, on top of that most of the wars during the Gospel Age have been religious wars, one section of Christendom fighting against another section, in view of this we can understand why such a vast quantity of blood is depicted.

 Not the future blood that will be shed in the retribution that is to come in the great time of trouble. Much will be shed then, as our Lord said if the days were not cut short no flesh would be saved. The context of these various passages especially Revelation 18:24 show that it is the blood is the righteous blood that the false systems have shed up until the time of their destruction, The Scriptures seem to show a future persecution of the true Church, so any blood shed at that time would of course be included.  
The Bride of Christ is selected by our Heavenly FATHER they are called and drawn by HIM, as Jesus said in John 6:44-45,

“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me

draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.

Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the

Father, cometh unto me.” 
  In view of this why do we have a huge number of  false Christians all believing that they are GOD’S called and chosen ones? Most of us would know the answer, the Scriptures make it very plain. Perhaps we have not appreciated the full significance of the position. Our Master makes it very clear in the Parable of “The wheat and the tares” let us just look at what he says, we find the account in Matt.13:24-30,
“Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of

heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:

But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the

wheat, and went his way.

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then

appeared the tares also.

 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir,

didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it

tares?

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said

unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also

the wheat with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest

I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind

them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

Jesus explains the parable to His Disciples in Matt. 13:36-43, 
“Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and

his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of

the tares of the field.

He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is

the Son of man;

The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of

the world; and the reapers are the angels.

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it

be in the end of this world.

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather

out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do

iniquity;

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and

gnashing of teeth.

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear”

We see then that the tares did not just mingle with the wheat by accident, just like the wheat they have also been called and drawn, but not by GOD, they are none of HIS. They are the children of the one that sowed them, that is the Devil. They have been deceived by him into thinking that they are GOD’S children.
The term children of the wicked one, could suggest that they are extremely evil, and that could be the case with some of them, our Lord refers to them in Matt. 7:23 as those that work iniquity, the main thought however could be that they are the devils children because he the one that has drawn them and called planted  them, therefore he is their father. There could be in fact be quite a wide variety of characters among them.
We are not to think that all those in the nominal system are tares, we find many there who seem very genuine and sincere Christians, we understand that there is yet a Great Multitude to come out in the future.

We note in verse 30 that the tares are to be gathered in bundles first, that is before the wheat is gathered into the heavenly Garner. It could not mean first before the separation takes place, these two works are going on together over the same period of time.  

In verse 40 we see that the harvest is the end of the world (Age is the correct word here) that is the end of the Gospel Age. The word end here does not mean the complete and final end, it means a period of time leading up to the full end of the Age. It is the same word that the Disciples used when they asked our Lord what would be the sign of His presence and the end of the Age, In His reply He speaks of the wars and rumors of wars etc, then He says, but the end is not yet. Here He uses a different word meaning the final end. (see Professor Vines)

THE PLOWMAN
Where does the plowman fit into the picture? Its when he overtakes the reapers that the work of the harvest comes to the end, What does the plowman picture? The work of a literal plowman is being used here to give a spiritual picture. So why does a plowman plow up a field? It is to prepare the soil to plant seed. There has already been a planting that commenced at the start of the Gospel Age and continued through out the Age. As we saw in the parable of the wheat and the tares the Lord Jesus was the planter, now the harvest of that original planting is hearing its end, On a literal farm when one crop is harvested the ground is then plowed up again to prepare it ready for another planting. 
Just so in our illustration the field, that is the world is being prepared for another planting, it is being prepared for the Millennial Age planting. Here again we have a beautiful picture confirming the precious truth of  two plantings, and two harvests, showing the two Salvations The Nation of Israel of old had two harvests in the year, the early and the late harvest, the early harvest was a small harvest, the later harvest was  very large. As we know the Nation of Israel were a typical people, therefore it has been suggested that we have a very nice picture here, firstly the harvest of the first fruits, the Church, secondly the whole world of mankind. The first Harvest even including the Great Multitude will be but a small harvest compared to that of the coming Age.
GOD’S commission to our first parents was “be fruitful multiply and fill the earth” by the end of the Kingdom Age these instructions will have been fulfilled, GOD is all wise HE will have worked it out exactly the earth will have been filled, but not over filled. So we can see that it will a take very large harvest to fill the whole earth, this will no doubt include all those areas that are not fit for habitation at present, such as the deserts and frozen areas. 
When the plowman overtakes the reapers this is understood to picture the great tribulation that is to close this Age and bring the work of the harvest to an end.

We would suggest that this is but the final work of the Plowman. The thought could be that the plowman has been plowing for quite some time, behind the reapers as it were, not that he suddenly appears on the scene out of no where, we are told that he overtakes the reapers does this not suggest that he had been plowing previously and had only just caught up to the reapers. The work of preparing the soil ready for the planting of the coming Age could have been underway for quite a lengthy period of time.

 Many understand that we are living in the day of Preparation as mentioned in the book of  Nahum, this preparation day could have had its early beginnings around the start of the period that we refer to as the Time of the end, this period is thought to have commenced at 1799 coinciding with the close of  papacies 1260 years of power.   . Could not the preparation work of the plowman equate with the day of preparation and start around the same time, as mentioned before we often have many different illustrations picturing the same thing, could this not be the case here.        

Can we not discern  that the world entered a new phase a period of change beginning with the nineteenth century. Is this not strongly supported by the reality of just what has actually occurred? We recognize the remarkable developments of the last two centuries. It was the unprecedented increase of knowledge that distinguished the 19th and the 20th centuries, increase in both spiritual and temporal matters. Can we not appreciate that the first beginning of the enlightening process was early in the 19th century?
Prior to the start of that century there had been very little change during nearly 6000 years of human history; now it all started to slowly happen with the industrial revolution and steam power. In the field of transport the world began to move out of the horse-and-buggy era with the advent of the railways, motorcars etc.

There is one feature of GOD’S end-time work that stands out above all others as a sign that we are living in ‘the Day of Preparation’ that is, in the field of communication. This was the time of the invention of the telephone, followed by the radio, television, communication satellites, computers, the internet, and the world-wide web. We can see what a blessing these services could be in the Millennium, in teaching and in communicating GOD’S Word to all nations. We see how very rapidly all of mankind can be enlightened, in comparison to how it would have been if these things had never been invented.   

These are all signs that we are living in ‘the Day of Preparation’. We would suggest also that they are signs of the plowman’s work.
 Let us think again on the fact that for about 6000 years world conditions changed but little, all the momentous events have occurred only over the last two centuries. No doubt we all appreciate that this did not happen just by mere chance, it happened because GOD’S time clock had struck, ‘the Day of Preparation’ had commenced, the plowman was at work. 

Let us look at the ecclesiastical side. We might think that the religious aspect is purely a Gospel Age work, can it also be termed a preparation work for the coming age? Yes, very much so. During the time of the end two activities are in progress at the same time, the work of the harvest and also the work of the plowman, the preparation work for the coming age. How can it be a preparation work for the coming age? Before answering this question, let us just think briefly about the activities of the last 200 odd years.   
It was during the 19th century that the great enlightening took place with the establishment of the Bible Societies, making GOD’S Word readily available to the multitudes. This was the time that the various Bible helps were compiled, namely the concordances, Bible dictionaries and many scriptural commentaries etc. This was followed by Br. Russell’s ministry, the basic fundamental truth was proclaimed worldwide as never before. Br. Russell’s sermons were published in some 2000 to 3000 newspapers in many different countries. The Photodrama of Creation was shown in theatres throughout many different countries and colporteurs were at work going from door to door. The message that was especially being emphasised was the two salvations. For the first time many millions heard that besides the Heavenly call there was also an earthly hope. They heard about the coming 1000 Kingdom Reign when all would receive an opportunity for everlasting life.

 What was the result of this work? A number of those that heard the message consecrated their lives, took up their cross and followed Jesus and thus ran in the race for the prize of the High Calling. We understand that after the sifting that took place in 1914 the number of consecrated brethren was about 10.000. This was a very small number in comparison to the many, many millions who heard the message. This is just how we would expect it to be, the total number of the spiritual class will be extremely small compared to the total population of the earth.

What about the many millions who heard the message at that time and in the years since, and took no action that we know of? Was it just a wasted effort in these cases? We think not, it undoubtedly served a purpose. Could this not in many cases be a preparation work in the heart of at least some these people, preparing them for the wonderful time to come in the Kingdom Age?
 In Australia at the present time the message is going out, via booklets and DVD disks   which are being advertised and a good number of responses are received, but this work is not producing results so far as the high calling is concerned. However in the Resurrection when mankind returns to the earth, many will know straight away that it is the Millennial Age. They will say; “this is the time we read about in a booklet or heard about on a disk;” they will have a head-start as it were. In most cases we would never know just what effect the message had on each individual. But we did hear of one case in the past where someone said, that they did not wish to have part in the high calling, but they were looking forward to live forever on the restored earth.

If we have the correct understanding, in the general resurrection the last to die will be the first to be restored to life. If this is the case it will be those that heard the message during the time of the end, (the end of the Gospel Age) that will be among those who will be the first to be restored to life, It surely would be an advantage in starting off the new age to have to a reasonable number of those returning from the sleep of death that have at least some understanding of the Millennial Kingdom. and its purpose.

So let us continue to cast our bread upon the waters, may the LORD bless our efforts, Amen 

�The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





