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THE   THREE   HARVESTS
NAMBOUR CONVENTION 2009
In the past we have given some thoughts on this subject but not in great detail, as we thought that all saw the matter alike. We now see that is not the case, and that the doctrine of the harvest periods is not clearly understood by all.
There are many subjects on which an address could have been given, where there would have been no variation in understanding, but it was felt that it would  be more profitable to give some thoughts, where not all are in agreement.

For those who already understand the subject we hope that they will find it  helpful to be put in remembrance of these things, as the Apostle Peter said in   2 Peter 1:12,
 “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in

remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be

established in the present truth”
Is that not the case with many addresses, it is a matter of being put in remembrance? We are all leaky vessels, we need from time to time to be reminded of some of the basic teachings.

Our main interest at the present  time is the Gospel Age harvest, the best way to understand this harvest is to realize that each age has its own separate and distinct harvest.

The Jewish Age had the harvest of the “wheat and chaff’. In the Gospel Age it is called the harvest of the “wheat and tares” and in the Millennial Age the harvest of the “sheep and the goats.”
Each age has just one harvest. As the Jewish Age harvest is symbolized by wheat and chaff it would be quite incorrect to apply it to the Gospel Age harvest, which is wheat and tares; just as the Millennial Age harvest is picture by sheep and goats, it would quite improper to apply the harvest of the wheat and tares to that time period.

The term harvest as used in the Scriptures always means a separation, a separation of the true and genuine from the false. Firstly, we will consider the Jewish Age harvest. 
THE JEWISH AGE HARVEST
John the Baptist was the first to refer to the Jewish  Age harvest of the wheat and chaff. We find the account in Matt.3:1-13,
” In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of

Judaea,

 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The

voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the

Lord, make his paths straight.

 And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern

girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region

round about Jordan,

 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his

baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath

warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our

father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise

up children unto Abraham.

 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore

every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and

cast into the fire.

 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that

cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to

bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and

gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with

unquenchable fire.

In verse 11 we read that he that was to come after him would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and with fire; that is, those that accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour would be baptized with the Holy Spirit. These are they that became the sons of GOD, as we see in John 1:11-13,
 “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of

the will of man, but of God”.
Those that are baptized with fire refer to the rest of the nation of Israel. Verse 12 explains what is meant by the fire, it is referred to as unquenchable fire. This was fulfilled when the Roman armies descended upon Jerusalem. Our Lord refers to the same event in Matt. 23:31-37, 
“Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children

of them which killed the prophets.

Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.

Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the

damnation of hell?

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and

scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of

them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from

city to city:

That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the

earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias

son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.                                                             Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

This great destruction was for all the evil committed, right from the slaying of Abel up to that present time. This apparently wiped the slate clean as it were, for that period. None of this came upon the Christians, by GOD’S overruling the Roman armies pulled back and lifted the siege for just a short period and that allowed the Christians to escape, those who would have heeded the Masters instructions as found in Luke 21:20-22,
“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then

know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let

them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that

are in the countries enter thereinto.

For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written

may be fulfilled.
This means, all things written regarding the end of the Jewish Age were to be fulfilled.

Matt. 3:12 says that His fan is in His hand. A fan was used in the harvest work to blow away the chaff and leave behind the wheat.
The understanding of a harvest is brought out again in John 4:34-38,
“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent

me, and to finish his work.

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?

behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for

they are white already to harvest.

And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life

eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice

together.

And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth.

I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labor: other men

labored, and ye are entered into their labors.”
Again in John 9:36-38,
“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion

on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep

having no shepherd.

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but

the laborers are few;

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth

laborers into his harvest.”
It was mainly the lowly, humble people that appreciated their Saviour’s message, as we see by  Mark 12:37,
“David therefore himself calleth him Lord; and whence is he then his

son? And the common people heard him gladly.”
Very few from the higher echelons of society accepted Him. The ones that should have been the first to have acknowledged Him as their Saviour should have been the scribes, Pharisees, the religious leaders, rulers and teachers; but the majority of this class rejected Him. Is not that just the way it is today? The majority rejects the simple message of the truth and prefer to cling to the doctrines and traditions collected during the past centuries.

The Scriptures bring out clearly the Jewish Age harvest. This harvest involved only the nation of Israel. It had nothing to do with the world in general which were not being separated or judged at that time. This harvest is of wheat and chaff in distinction to the Gospel Age harvest which is wheat and tares. There were no tares at the end of the Jewish Age as tares picture imitation Christians; indistinguishable from true Christians, until they develop the grain heads. In the Jewish Age harvest the wheat, ‘the Israelites indeed’ were being separated out of the nation of Israel, separated from the chaff class. This chaff class was most certainly not claming to be Christians, followers of the Messiah, so it would be quite inappropriate to call them tares. The scriptures quoted make it clear that this harvest occurred at the time of our Lord’s First Advent and ended about 40 years later when their nation was destroyed by the Roman forces.
Those who were rejected, (that is the majority of the nation of Israel) will receive a resurrection in the coming age in accordance with our Lord’s promise that all in their graves would come forth. They were only rejected so far as the high calling is concerned. This truth is brought out in several scriptures, for example the words of our Lord in Luke 13:34-35,
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest

them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy

children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings,

and ye would not!                                                                                                                            Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto

you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say,

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
Our Saviour is clearly implying that the day would indeed come when He will be accepted by the nation of Israel as their long looked-for Messiah, and they would use those very words.
Let us now look at two lovely passages which are typical of that time, Matt 21:8-9,
“And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others

cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.

And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried,

saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in

the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest”.
And again in Luke 19:36-38,
“And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way.

And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount

of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and

praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had

seen;

Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord:

peace in heaven, and glory in the highest”.
In these beautiful passages we are given a little picture of the way it is going to be in that future Day. 
In the book of Zechariah we see the change of heart condition that there will be with a remnant of Israel  and also those that are brought back from the grave, let us look at Zech. 12:10,
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall

look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for

him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for

him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”
The understanding that they will all come back in the Resurrection during the last great 1000 year Day is shown again by our Lord’s statement to Israel’s high priest found in Matt.26:64,
“Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you,

Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of

power, and coming in the clouds of heaven”.
So even the high priest who condemned our Lord has been given hope of coming forth from the grave. Before examining the Gospel Age harvest, we are going to first look at the Millennial Age harvest as this will help make the Gospel Age harvest stand out more distinctly.
MILLENNIAL AGE HARVEST
We find the account in Matt. 25:31-46,
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy

angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:

And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate

them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the

goats:

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the

left.

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world:

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye

gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in

prison, and ye came unto me.

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we

thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and

clothed thee?

 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto

you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my

brethren, ye have done it unto me.                                                                                                     Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,

ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels:

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and

ye gave me no drink:

I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me

not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.

Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee

an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison,

and did not minister unto thee?

Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch

as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the

righteous into life eternal.
We do not need to ask the time-setting for this passage, the first verse makes it clear, it is the  1000 year Kingdom Age Judgment Day, the final Judgment when our Lord is sitting on the Throne of His Glory and reigning with His Holy Angels (messengers); these are the Church in Glory, as also mentioned in Jude 1:14-15,

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these,

saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly

among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly

committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners

have spoken against him.
In this harvest the symbolism is different, the Scriptures do not refer to it by the term harvest. In Bible students circles it has always been referred as a harvest, which it is, it is still a separation as in the other harvests, the difference in this harvest is that it is a separation of sheep from goats. This is the only harvest or separation that takes place during the Millennium. There is neither wheat nor tares during this age; that separation comes to an end at the close of the Gospel Age. The wheat represents GOD’S Elect, those called to be HIS Spiritual Sons, the tares are those that thought they were of this class, the counterfeit Christians. Neither of these classes will be there in the coming age, because the Christian era has come to an end.
The symbols used in this parable are also very appropriate; the goat is an animal that is stubborn and willful. Goats want their own way in contrast to sheep, which are meek and docile and recognize their master’s voice and follow him. It is only those that develop this type of character during the 1000 years and pass the test at the end, called the little season that will be given the privilege of receiving everlasting life and living on the new earth. The main thrust of the passage is that the sheep class will not be selfish, thinking only of  themselves, they will have compassion, a loving caring for their fellow man, those that were less as fortunate than themselves. While this is a parable for the coming age, the principle most certainly applies to us likewise, in fact, our Heavenly FATHER expects a higher standard still from us, as our reward is so very much higher, our life is to be a life of sacrifice as we read in Romans 12:1-2,
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.                                                                                                          And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

We are to lay down out life for our brethren, as we see in 1 John 3:14-16,
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we

love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no

murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life

for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
As we mentioned, this is the final Judgment, a judgment for eternal life or eternal death. The chaff from the Jewish Age, the tares from the Gospel Age along with all the remainder of mankind will return from the grave to be judged, excluding those who have already passed their tests and been saved in the previous ages.
For those who fail this 1000 year  Judgment Day test there will be no further opportunity, these will go into second death, from which there will be no further resurrection as we by Matt. 25:41,
 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,

ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels
These go into the fire prepared for the Devil and his angels, that is the lake of fire the second death, as we see by Rev.20:10,

 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be

tormented day and night for ever and ever.
We are shown the reward to be received by the sheep class in Matt. 25:34.                                                                                                  
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world:”

So that is the outcome of this final harvest separation. We can see now that there is no place for the harvest of the wheat  and the tares in the Kingdom Age, this takes place at the end of the Gospel Age.
Let as now conclude by looking at the Gospel Age harvest.
THE GOSPEL AGE HARVEST

We find the account in Matt. 13:24-30,
 “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of

heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:

But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the

wheat, and went his way.

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then

appeared the tares also.

So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir,

didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it

tares?

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said

unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also

the wheat with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest

I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind

them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

Then we have our Lord’s explanation in Matt. 13:36-43,
“Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and

his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of

the tares of the field.

He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is

the Son of man;

The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of

the world; and the reapers are the angels.

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it

be in the end of this world.'
The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather

out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do

iniquity;

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and

gnashing of teeth.

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

The correct rendering of verse 39 is “the harvest is the end of the age” not world, the new KJV renders it age.
The first verse of the parable gives us the time-setting. It starts off with the words: ‘the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto’ etc. The term ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ applies to the Church in the flesh during the Gospel Age. This is the Kingdom in its developmental stage. The members of the true Church are the Kingdom of Heaven class. Matthew chapter 13 has a number of parables, most of which commence with the words; ’The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto this’ or ‘that.’ These are often referred to as ‘Kingdom parables.’ These parables have their fulfillment during the Gospel Age and apply to either the true or the nominal Church. The term ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ was applicable from the time of John the Baptist. Let us look at his words in Matt. 3:1-2
Matt. 3:1-2,
“In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of

Judaea,

And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
The Lord Jesus presented the same message as we see by Matt. 4:17,

 “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Sometimes the term ‘Kingdom of GOD’ is used instead of ‘Kingdom of Heaven.’ The two terms are inter-changeable. Matthew mainly uses the term ‘Kingdom of Heaven’; whereas Mark and Luke use more often the term ‘the Kingdom of GOD,’ for example the parable of the mustard seed, in Matthew it is referred to as a ‘parable of the Kingdom of Heaven,’ in Mark the same parable is referred to as ‘the Kingdom of GOD.’ Matt:31-32,
“Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of

heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and

sowed in his field:

Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the

greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the

air come and lodge in the branches thereof.
Mark 4:30-32,
“And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or

with what comparison shall we compare it?                                                                                            It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the

earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:

 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all

herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air

may lodge under the shadow of it”.

 When our Lord sent forth the 70 disciples, He gave them instructions. Let us look at Luke 10: 8-9,
“And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such

things as are set before you:

And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom

of God is come nigh unto you.”
Throughout the long centuries of the Gospel Age there has been no harvesting whatsoever, until the harvest at the end of the age. As Jesus said: “let them grow together until the harvest.” Verse 39 says distinctly that the harvest is the end of the age. Throughout the whole age the work of calling and drawing men to Christ has been in operation. Some have mistakenly thought of this as a harvest, but actually it is a sowing work as no separation of wheat and tares takes place prior to the end of the age. Neither has the wheat been harvested into the Heavenly Garner. This also takes place at the end of the age; until then, they are all sleeping peacefully until Resurrection morn, when they will hear the voice of the Son of GOD calling them forth.

A point that seems to have been overlooked, is the fact that the first work of the harvest is, tying  the tares in bundles, as verse 30 says: “Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them…”.      

Our Lord’s ‘parable of the sower’ again brings out the point that the Gospel Age activity is a sowing work. Let us turn to Matt. 13:1-9, 
“The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he

went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the

shore.

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a

sower went forth to sow;

And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls

came and devoured them up:

Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and

forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they

had no root, they withered away.

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked

them:

But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an

hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
Our Master gives the explanation of the parable in Matt.13: 18-23,
“Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth

it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which

was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way

side.

But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that

heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when

tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he

is offended.

He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the

word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches,

choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth

the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and

bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
The context shows plainly that this is a parable of the Gospel Age work, it complements the parable of the wheat and tares and it is this parable which brings out the fact, that there will false Christians in the Church, mixed in with the genuine. These were never sown by our Lord, but were a sowing of the Adversary; whereas in the parable of the sower we would understand that all the sowings were made by the Lord Jesus. The lesson of this parable is to illustrate the effect that the sowing has in the heart of the various different hearers that receive the message. In this parable we have the Wicked One catching away that which was sown in the heart. This cannot occur in the Kingdom Age, the Wicked One will not be there; he will be bound. We notice the term ‘sowing’ is never used in connection with the coming age.  
We know that some have found it difficult to understand how the Kingdom of Heaven or Kingdom of GOD could be at hand at our Lord’s First Advent. The understanding is that the old dispensation referred to as ‘the Law and the Prophets’ was until John the Baptist as we see in Luke 16:16,
“The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the

kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”
Now the Kingdom of GOD was at hand, in other words, the opportunity to run in the race for the High Calling and have a part in GOD’S Kingdom was now available. This great opportunity was now at hand, the Kingdom of GOD was at hand in this sense. The members of the Church are looked upon as ‘already being in the Kingdom’ as we see by Col. 1:13,
“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son”:
We have been delivered from the power of darkness. Much of the world is under the influence of Satan, but we have been delivered from that; so long as we continue to avail ourselves of GOD’S power and steadfastly resist the Adversary, he will then flee from us.
Going back to the parable of the wheat and the tares, we have seen that along with several other parables it is a parable of the Kingdom of Heaven. If we read these parables, we see that they can only apply to the Gospel Age. None would fit, if we try to put them into the Kingdom Age.
The Diaglott uses the term ‘darnel’ instead of tares, which is apparently the correct name. This is a plant that is indistinguishable from wheat until the heads form, in other words, until its fruitage. Verse 26 indicates that it was only after the fruitage that the tares appeared, meaning that it was only then that they became distinguishable. It is then easily recognized, its heads stand erect; whereas with the wheat, the heads bow down. How beautifully this pictures the pride and arrogance of the false Christians and the humility of the true Christians. We think of our Lord’s words: ‘by their fruits ye shall know them.’   So these two grains illustrate very well the two classes that are to grow together during the Gospel Age. Matt. 13:38 says that the good seed are the children of the Kingdom, that is, those that are called to be joint-heirs with Christ. These have been entering into the Kingdom right from the time of John the Baptist. The final members are still entering in. Verse 41 is saying that all things that offend will be gathered out of His Kingdom; as the parable said, they were to grow together throughout the age and the separation was only to take place at the end of the age. The Greek word rendered ‘end’ denotes a period of time, leading up to a final end. We understand the harvest period commenced toward the end of the 19th century when the call: “come out of her MY people” was widely proclaimed, as in Revelation 18:4,
“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her,

my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive

not of her plagues”
It was then that the separation commenced. When it says, that all things that offend will be gathered out of His Kingdom, it would refers to the separation of the tares from the wheat. Verse 42 says that the tares will be cast into a furnace of fire; they are to be burnt as tares, they are to brought to a realization that they are not wheat; hence the wailing and the gnashing of teeth. They are going to be most upset that they are not going to heaven as their leaders have promised them. Then the last verse of the parable, verse 43 says: 
 “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear”.
This verse has caused some problems; the question has been asked: “what is meant by the Kingdom of their father”? It is the same Kingdom that true Christians have been entering into from the time of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom that is sometimes referred to as the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of GOD. The only difference being that it is now the Kingdom reigning in power and glory. The Gospel Age is over, the Millennial Reign is about to commence. The Kingdom in heavenly glory contains only wheat, there are no tares there; they were all taken out on this side of the veil. Only the wheat was taken into the Heavenly Garner; there are just no tares in the Millennium, because they are burnt up and this burning up of the tares is before the Millennium starts.
The question has arisen: “is not the coming Kingdom Christ’s Kingdom?” The scriptural answer to that question is, that it is GOD’S Kingdom and also Christ’s Kingdom. Both terms are used in the Scriptures. All things are GOD’S, basically it is HIS Kingdom; but HE hands it over to HIS faithful Son to carry out the Restoration work. So it is also appropriate to term it Christ’s Kingdom. This term is only used a few times in the Scriptures. We have the text previously quoted, which says: “we have been translated into the Kingdom of HIS dear Son” and there are two other texts where Christ’s Kingdom is spoken of, namely, Ephesians 5:5
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor

covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the

kingdom of Christ and of God

Here both terms are used ‘the Kingdom of Christ and of GOD.’
The other passage is 2 Peter 1:10:11
“ Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling

and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
When Christ finishes the work that He has been commission to carry out, He hands the Kingdom over to His FATHER, showing again that it is really His FATHER’S Kingdom.
As we saw in Matt. 13:41 the Lord Jesus refers to the Kingdom as His Kingdom, as He also does in Matt. 16:28,
“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not

taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

The equivalent verse in Mark 9:1 reads,
“And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some

of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have

seen the kingdom of God come with power.
These verses are speaking about the vision that they were going to see on the mountain in six days time, this was a vision of the same Kingdom that both Jesus and John the Baptist said was at hand at the start of the Gospel Age, the kingdom that the disciples have been entering into, from the time of our Lord’s First Advent and are still entering in today, or to use the Apostle Paul’s expression, ‘they have been translated into the Kingdom.’ The only difference being, that the vision  they saw on the mount was not the Kingdom in it’s developmental state as it has been all down the Gospel Age, but now completed. The full number required had now entered in, the Kingdom was now reigning in power, just as our Master said in Mark 9:1 they would see the Kingdom of GOD come with power. 
In the Luke account of our Lord’s Prophecy, He refers to the coming Kingdom.  In response to the disciples’ questions our Saviour has been enumerating the signs of His Presence at His Second Advent at the end of the Gospel Age. Then He says in Luke 21:31,
“So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye

that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand”.
Here is a case where we need to rightly divide the word of truth, as our Master is obviously speaking of the Kingdom as some of the disciples present with Him saw it in the vision on the Mount, the Kingdom established and reigning.
Going back again to the closing verse of the parable of the wheat and the tares in Matt 13:43,
 “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear”.
As mentioned before, the Kingdom of their FATHER would be the Kingdom in Glory, the spiritual Kingdom of GOD as brought out in Luke 21:31, and Mark 9:1 (coming with power). 
Let us look at a few verses that speak of this same event, the time of the shining forth, only using different wording. The shining forth would mean that they were going to be made manifest or revealed to the whole world, all creation. This is the time that they had been unknowingly waiting for as we see in Romans 8:19,
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the

manifestation of the sons of God”.

The New Revised Standard Version gives a better rendering, the verse reads,

 “For the creation waits with eager longing for
 the revealing of the children of God;”

They are waiting for the Firstborn Son of GOD, plus His Brethren, the Church in Glory; they are waiting for their revealing, because it is not until the Church is complete and revealed that deliverance will come to the groaning creation. 
Another verse that speaks of the same time period is 1 Peter 5:4,
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown

of glory that fadeth not away.”
It is when the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ appears that the righteous Overcomers will receive their reward, that is, when their Master is revealed to the world. We have a very helpful verse that sums up the matter very well, that is Col. 3:4,
“ When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear

  with him in glory”.
So the Overcomers do not appear to the world on their own, apart from their Master; they shine forth and are revealed together. This emphasizes the closeness that there will be between the Bridegroom and His Bride. Just as our Lord said in John 14:3: “…I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
We think of Mal. 4:2,
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness

arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up

as calves of the stall”.
We see our Lord will shine as the sun and all the righteous ones shining brightly with Him to bring healing to the waiting creation. Healing in His wings points to the blessed time when the healing of mankind will commence.
How beautifully these verses link in together, they are all speaking about the same time, the time when the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their FATHER. ‘Shine forth’ is from the Greek “eklampo” and it means, “to shine out;” this is the only place that this exact word occurs in the Scriptures.
This is the time our Master taught the disciples to pray for in Matt. 6:18,

“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”
And all footstep-followers of Christ Jesus have been earnestly praying for this long awaited Kingdom, that will fulfill all the hopes and desires of the whole world and bring the blessings to all mankind, just as our Heavenly FATHER promised so long ago, a promise that is sure and steadfast, a promise that will cure all the world problems, and bring abundant life and true happiness to all the willing and obedient. How we all long for that future day, when sorrow and sighing will flee away and GOD will wipe away tears from all eyes.    
,
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