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Let us commence by reading the appropriate scripture and the surrounding verses namely Acts 3:19-21


Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 



And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 

Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began
In Bible students circles this is a very basic and fundamental Scripture, but one of vital importance in the great outworking of our HEAVENLY FATHER'S Divine Plan, it shows the glorious purpose HE has for this strife torn  planet and its groaning creation. Along with other scriptures it forms the basis or very foundation of hope for all mankind in the coming age. 

 What a powerful message this is from GOD, had it been presented by say 3 or 4 of GOD'S Holy Prophets this would surely have stressed the importance of the statement, but it was spoken by the mouth of all GOD'S Holy Prophets since the world began, how powerful indeed that makes the statement and shows the great importance in which our CREATOR holds this work and HIS desire to pass the message on to those that have ears to hear, which many have not. It seems rather ironic that here we have a passage so important that it was spoken by the mouth of all GOD'S Holy Prophets, yet how few can really understand or appreciate its glorious message.

Some of our Christian friends tell us that our Lord's return ushers in not the times of restitution of all things, but the destruction of all things. This is a classic example of where Satan has blinded their minds, and has put error for truth, black for white.

As we go along we want to look at some of the places where the prophets have spoken of the times o f Restitution, but first let us look at the word itself and what is to be restored.

This is the only place where the word Restitution as a noun occurs, though the verb occurs eight times in the New Testament. Young's Concordance gives the meanings of the Greek as a putting down again, restoration, A Greek scholar says it means to restore  to its former situation, as restoring a sprained or dislocated limb to its former soundness. The Jewish Historian Josephus uses the word to denote the return of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon and restoration to their state and privileges. Vines Greek Dictionary lists it under restoration  (which is the translation in the revised  version,) they give the mean as  "back again",  "to set in order"   "restoration".  It is used in secular writings to denote repairs to a public roadway, restoration of estates to rightful owners. 

 These descriptions are full of meaning to us, how beautifully they describe the wonderful works to be accomplished during the Times of Restitution. Back again for example brings to mind the words of our master that all in their graves are to come forth, in other words, come back again, restoration of estates to rightful owners immediately brings to mind Israel's Jubilee and their restoration to their former estate, a picture of the great work to be accomplished during the times of restitution. the Greek scholar Albert Barnes says, that as well as the meaning of restoration the word also the meaning of consummation completion or filling up, we could say this is a secondary meaning of the word, again it fits very neatly in place, the times of restitution will be the consummation  or completion of GOD'S programme.   The ages before Christ saw the completion of stage 1  the selection of those we term Ancient Worthies who are to be Princes in all the earth, the close of the Gospel Age will see the completion of stage  2  the selection of the Church Christ's Bride. You could say both of these classes will be privileged to have apart in GOD'S Government to assist in the great work of stage  3  which is the restoration of Planet Earth and the willing of mankind.

As mentioned this is the only place where this word restitution occurs in the New Testament, nevertheless we do have a companion verse, the words of Jesus in Mat. 19:28.


And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
A different word is used here  "Regeneration"  the thought behind it is still the same, the time period is clearly shown by our Lord's words  "When the Son of  Man shall sit in the Throne of His Glory.  This links in well with Mat. 25: 31 the start of the parable of the "sheep and goats showing the work of the next age the 1000 year times of restitution period, the verse reads,


When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory
Young's Concordance gives the meaning of regeneration as also meaning recreation, Mr. Vines says that it also has the thought of a new birth.  Again how well this fits, the times of restitution will be virtually a recreation, a new birth is also a very appropriate term, as we know the word born as used in the Scriptures is synomous with resurrection, with all of mankind being brought back from the prisonhouse of death, there will be billions of new births during that time.

What is to be restored during the times of restitution? a very brief and comprehensive statement would be, all that was lost in Eden when Father Adam fell into sin.  We would like to briefly itemise the various components, first would be life that is everlasting life, a life that has no end. We have put everlasting life first on the list because without never ending life anything else that might be restored would have but little value.

If life is to be restored that implies that Adam originally possessed everlasting life before he disobeyed GOD, the Scriptures show that to be the case. GOD said to Adam in Genesis 2:17,  


But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
This implies that Adam would not die so long as he remained obedient to his CREATOR. GOD did not say you are on trial and if you remain obedient for a certain period of time I will then give you everlasting life. What GOD really said to Adam was I have given you everlasting life to enjoy and this life will never be taken from you as long as you remain obedient, but if disobedient it will be taken from you.

Young's literal translation Bible renders the verse: "dying thou dost die" suggesting a slow dying process, and just so it was, it took 930 years for Adam's life to finally come to its close, as we know a day with the LORD is 1000 years, so just as GOD said Adam died in the same day that he ate the forbidden fruit.

But GOD has promised that all in their graves are to come forth, the good and the bad the just and the unjust, these will be restored to life, the life that Adam originally possessed. This life will be everlasting, but it will be conditional, they must obey the CREATORS conditions, HE gives the life so HE is entitled to make the conditions, Jesus said to His followers in Mat. 5:48 "Be ye therefore perfect even as your FATHER which is in Heaven is perfect" This advice will also be applicable to all mankind in the next age, for all who wish to continue living, obedience will still be the test, just as it was with Father Adam, they will receive all the encouragement and help necessary, they will be living under ideal conditions in the glorious home our Loving CREATOR has provided for HIS human family, paradise restored. They will be living in a righteous world where peace, love and happiness will be the norm, just the opposite of conditions prevailing today, under such a favourable climate we would expect the majority to readily come into line, as we see in the Psalms, let as look at Psalm 110:1-3,


The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 


The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 


Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 

 Rev.11:17 shows the start of this day of power. 

Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

This is the time when JEHOVAH GOD Reigns through HIS appointed  King the Lord Jesus who at that will be sitting in the Throne of His Glory.

This is the "Times of restitution" it is also the 1000 year Judgment day, in this connection let us read Isa. 26:8-10,"


Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 


With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 


Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD. 

These verses sound contradictory, but they are speaking of different classes of people, verse 10 is speaking of those who are incorrigible and will not reform even when given favour and a full opportunity, with these the life that GOD had previously given them will come to an end. We would expect that only few would fall into this category. Death will still be a possibility until the work of the great anti-typical Jubilee is fully completed on the 50th 1000 year day, the day following he Millennial Day, as Paul said in 1 Cor. 15:24-26,  "


Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even                  the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 


For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 


The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.


The Times of Restitution will also restore the original character which GOD gave to Adam, as it says in Genesis 1: 26-27,  


And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 


So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  

We would understand this passage to refer to the character- likeness of GOD and HIS Son Jesus Christ, this is the character that will be restored to all who will be accounted worthy to continue living throughout the ages of eternity, we touched this before, they must be perfect as GOD is perfect.

We saw in Genesis that man was given dominion over the earth and its animals of all kind.  This lost dominion will be restored, let us look at Heb. 2:5-9,  "


For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. 


But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? 


Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: 


Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. 


But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

This is a quotation from Psalms 8:4-8, we must bear in mind this passage is speaking of mankind, some have thought that it was speaking of Jesus, Heb. 2:9 commences with the words but we see Jesus, this shows that a new topic is now being introduced, the passage had not previously been speaking of Jesus. The all things that are put in subjection under man, means all things pertaining to this Planet Earth, the passage says  but now we see not yet all things put under him, not yet implies that sometime in the future all things will be put under him, that will be when the Times of Restitution have accomplished their work.

Yes we see Jesus, He is the one that made it all possible, without His willing participation in the Divine Plan in giving His life, there could have been no Times of Restitution, no return from the prisonhouse of death for all mankind. As the hymn says hallelujah what a Saviour.

We have seen that man,s lost dominion will be restored to him, the character likeness of his CREATOR originally possessed by Adam will be restored, it goes without saying  that it will be a very different life to that possessed by man today. He has but a small measure of what real life will be like,  man will be restored to perfect health, no more aches and pains  or sickness of any kind, as we see by Isaiah 33:24,


And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity. 

There will be no more lame, maimed  or cripple   as the beautiful passage in Isaiah 35 says: "The lame man shall as an hart etc."

In our opening verses in Acts chapter 3  we saw the apostle healing the lame man, this was really a picture  of the work that would take place worldwide  in the "Times of Restitution".  Peter was  not slow to take advantage of the situation, he said in effect   that in that future Day  not just  one lame  man will be restored but all things will be restored.  Those "all things" include  not just earth's inhabitants but the planet itself. 
Man has  allowed his God-given home to deteriorate by chopping down the trees, over cultivating and poor farming practises, he has produced many great deserts, all this will be restored in that future Day, the deserts will be made fruitful, as the scripture says blossom as the rose. We  can already see the early commencement of this work, in Israel,  Egypt and other places, the desert is slowly being pushed back, orange groves are growing where there was once only sand, this is just the small beginning, it will take time to fully accomplish this work, there will be plenty of time GOD has set aside 1000 years to complete the full work of Restitution.

                                                                                                                                                       What a wonderful and exciting time we are privileged to be living in. It is an extremely troublesome time, we know that bloodshed and violence will steadily increase, but we have been taken into our HEAVENLY FATHER'S confidence and shown HIS glorious Plan, so for us it is a very exciting time because we can see the small beginnings of the great work that is to follow the time of trouble, this thrills us because shows the nearness of  the Kingdom, there seems no doubt that the  younger-generation living today will see its commencement.

This Planet will be made glorious like the garden of Eden worldwide. In Isa. 66 part verse 1 the LORD said:  "Heaven is my Throne and earth is my footstool" linking this in with Isa 60:13, 


The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. 
This will be a restoration worldwide of that which GOD originally gave to Adam in Eden, let us look at Genesis 2:8-9,  " 


And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 


And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.    

We think of our Master's words to the thief on the cross,  "verily I say unto thee today shalt thou be with me in Paradise" as we all know the comma should be after the word today.  The paradise He referred to would be the restored earth, this is where the thief will be with Jesus. This word Paradise is very interesting, Young's Concordance gives the meaning as a park or garden ground, we see in our mind's eye a garden ground all laid out with beautiful trees, the place of GOD'S feet made glorious. Vine's Greek dictionary tells us that it comes from the Greek word "Paradsos" and is an oriental word first used by the historian Xenopon denoting the parks of Persian Kings and Nobles, he goes on to say that in the Sept. Translation of the Old Testament, which is a Greek version this word is used in Genesis 2:8 to translate the word garden, so the verse would read, "And the LORD GOD planted a paradise eastward in Eden and there HE put the man whom HE had formed" That is what is to be restored.

You could say the very first place where the Prophets spoke of the Times of Restitution is Gen. 3:15,   



And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
Very obscure language is used here, but it would be sufficient to give our first parents hope. We note that the serpent picturing Satan succeeds only in bruising the heel of the seed, a non fatal injury, but the seed bruises the head a vital part of the body, indicating a fatal injury. We note that it is the seed of the woman, who is the woman? In the first place mother Eve herself , secondly Mary the mother of Jesus, there is also a third woman, Abraham's wife Sarah she typifies our Covenant, that portion of the Abrahamic Covenant under which the seed is developed, she also pictures the Jerusalem above which the Scripture says is the mother of us all (Gal. 4:26), The New English Bible says, "But the Heavenly Jerusalem is the free woman" she is our mother. Sarah is a composite picture, she pictures the covenant and also the Heavenly Jerusalem, which means the nation of Spiritual Israel, the true Church,  the seed that is to bruise the serpent's head is primary Jesus Christ, but it also includes His Bride, as Gal. 3:29 says, 
"If ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise"                           

Then we have Romans 16:20,
 "And the GOD of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all"  

 This will be in the next age during The times of Restitution, we will assist in breaking down all the evil works that Satan has built up, this will culminate in the fulfillment of Gen. 3:15, with the complete destruction of Satan and all evil.

Many of our Christian friends find it hard to distinguish between the work of the Gospel Age and of the coming Age. Just before closing let us very briefly look at just how different the symbolism is for each Age. During the Gospel Age, the HEAVENLY FATHER selects the Bride for HIS Son, HE draws them,  John 6:44, during the next age Jesus draws all men unto Himself, John 12:32, we are all sons of GOD Jesus is our elder Brother, " He is not ashamed to call them Brethren" Heb 2:11, whereas in the next Age Jesus is the Father to the world, a position Adam would have held if he had not fallen into sin, Jesus becomes the second Adam, "1Cor.15:45",  Isa.. 9:6. describes Jesus as, The Father of the Age to come etc Sept. translation, so in the next Age Jesus the second Adam is their Father, that makes Christ's Bride their Mother, the second Eve, pictured by Rebecca Issac's Bride. Her sister said unto her, "Be thou the Mother of thousands of millions" Gen 24:60, in part, this would have been literally true of Rebecca  as it would also have been for many other women in the early days of the earth, but it was only said to Rebecca, so we cannot doubt that the deeper meaning was intended.

How beautifully GOD'S Plan is illustrated in Abaham and his family. Both Jesus and the Church are children of Abraham, which means children or sons of GOD, as Abraham typifies GOD, Jesus and the Church are also children of Sarah, just as Issac was, in reality children of the Covenant. The important feature of the illustration with Abraham and family is the time sequence, this makes it very meaningful to us, Sarah had to have the long years of barreness without producing a child, to picture the long years that the Abrahamic Covenant was barren before it produced its first seed, Jesus Christ, Sarah could not have a child until Hagar had produced her son picturing fleshly Israel under the Law Covenant, just so with events that are still future, Issac could not marry Rebecca until Sarah passed away, just as the the Marriage of the Lamb cannot take place until the last members of the Bride had made them selves

ready and passed beyond the veil and the Sarah part of the Abraham Covenant comes to a an end. This is exactly how it was in the type, Sarah first died then three years later Issac took Rebecca for his wife. We have a nice illustration in Gen. 24:67, "


And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.
Why are we specially told that Rebecca was taken to Sarah's tent? It seems that we are being shown that Rebecca is now taking the place of Sarah.  Sarah had been in symbol the mother of those that GOD was dealing with during the Gospel Age, namely the Church, but now there was to be a change, Rebecca's anti-type the Church, the second Eve will be the Mother of all mankind and the second Adam Jesus Christ the Father.

So we have a very clear distinction between the Gospel Age and the Millennial Age. The Church is begotten by GOD by HIS Holy Spirit, so in a very real sense HE is our Father and we are HIS children and Jesus our elder Brother. Whereas the Scriptures tell us that Jesus is to be the Father of the Age to come.

With our HEAVENLY  FATHER'S help may we prove faithful and worthy to have a part in the future great Restitution work as a member of the Lamb's wife the second Eve.  
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