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SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS

Address Nambour Convention 2005
Our topic today covers a wide range of scriptures, we will look especially at  three related scriptures, namely Daniel chapter 2, Daniel chapter 7 and Revelations chapter 17. Each of these passages of Scripture deal with the same subject, only using different symbolism to enable us to see the full picture that GOD is showing us in HIS Sacred Word; we must link these three passages together, combined with other scriptures. We do not find the various features in GOD’s unfolding Programme neatly listed altogether in one place, using plain, literal language. No, indeed, quite on the contrary, symbols are used; a little here, a little there. Our Heavenly FATHER knows what is best for the spiritual development of HIS children. HE wants their minds to be exercised and developed by their studies.

The books of Revelation and Daniel contain what we might term some of the deeper parts of GOD’s Word.  The purpose of our study is to look into some of those portions where there are   difference of understanding and  endeavor to obtain the scriptural answer, especially with regard to the stone that destroys the image of Daniel chapter 2, and the beast and harlot woman of Revelation  chapter 17 etc., will they come back to power again? What do the Scriptures say?

It is sometimes more profitable to study those things where there are differences of opinion, than to look only into things where all hold the same views. We have endeavored to prove all things from the Scriptures. We do not claim that this presentation is the final answer, but rather that it will stimulate further thought and study.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM

Firstly, let us look at Daniel chapter 2; King Nebuchadnezzar had what appears to be a very vivid and somewhat startling dream, but when he awoke, he could not remember the details. As we know, this was no ordinary dream; it was a message from GOD, revealing what was to happen on the world scene, commencing at that time and culminating well over 3000 years later. None of the wise men of Babylon or the astrologers, magicians or soothsayers could reveal the dream. But GOD revealed it to Daniel, one of the ‘captives of Judah’ as he is described in Dan.2:25. It was revealed in answer to his supplications and those of his three companions.

To obtain the full details, we need to study the whole of chapter 2 but we will just look at Dan.2:28-45
“but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and he hath made known to the king

Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy

bed, are these:

 as for thee, O king, thy thoughts came [into thy mind] upon thy bed, what should come

to pass hereafter; and he that revealeth secrets hath made known to thee what shall come to pass.

 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than

any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that thou

mayest know the thoughts of thy heart.

 Thou, O king, sawest, and, behold, a great image. This image, which was mighty, and

whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the aspect thereof was terrible.

 As for this image, its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly

and its thighs of brass,

 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron, and part of clay.

 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon
its feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them in pieces.

 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces

together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them

away, so that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great

mountain, and filled the whole earth.

 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.

 Thou, O king, art king of kings, unto whom the God of heaven hath given the

kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the glory;

 and wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the birds of the

heavens hath he given into thy hand, and hath made thee to rule over them all: thou art the head of

gold.

 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee; and another third kingdom

of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces

and subdueth all things; and as iron that crusheth all these, shall it break in pieces and crush.

 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, it

shall be a divided kingdom; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou

sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.

 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be

partly strong, and partly broken.

 And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves

with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle with

clay.

 And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall

never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but it shall break in

pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

 Forasmuch as thou sawest that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and

that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made

known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation

thereof sure.”

NEBUCHADNEZZAR A TYPICAL FIGURE

We see in verse 38 how similar the wording is to that found in Psalms 8:4-8

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man,

that thou visitest him?

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast

crowned him with glory and honor.

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands;

thou hast put all things under his feet:

All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth

through the paths of the seas”.

This passage is quoted in Hebrews 2:6-8, verse 8 reads in part: “…But now we see not yet all things put under him”. Nebuchadnezzar was typical of Adam and mankind in general and the position of authority originally bestowed upon Adam, which was taken away again because of his disobedience; but is yet to be restored to the human family  at the end of the Millennium. This is all illustrated in Daniel chapter 4, Nebuchadnezzar has his kingdom taken from him for seven times, picturing 7000 year; verse 32 reads,

“And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.”

His kingdom was taken away because of his arrogance in not giving the honour and glory to GOD, but taking it all unto himself, as we see in Dan.4:29-31

“At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee”

We see the final outcome in verses 36-37

  “At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.” 

He now  had received  more  than  previously,  as  he said: “…excellent  majesty was added unto me” 

In verse 37 He gives honour and praise to the King of Heaven. This is exactly the way it will be at the end of the Kingdom reign, when the 7000 odd years have elapsed from the fall in Eden. Man will receive much more than he had previously. At that time he will have learned that everything that he has, all the many blessings come from the Great CREATOR and he will give HIM all the honour and glory, just as Nebuchadnezzar did. This fits in exactly with the complete fulfillment of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. This is the time when the stone completes its growth and has become the great mountain and fills the whole earth. There is no need to tell you what the great mountain represents, we all know that it is GOD’s Kingdom and portrays the completion of GOD’s Great Programme for the redemption of planet Earth and its inhabitants. This is really the most important part of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision. This is the thing that brings hope, peace and contentment to those who understand it. While this is the most important part of the vision, nevertheless we are not going to spend much time discussing  this, as we all understand it, whereas some of the other portions of the dream are not so clear and there are some variations of thought.

 It is generally understood that the 4 kingdoms portrayed in the metals and materials of the image are Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. We need to understand that the destruction of the image does not mean the destruction of the various nations and countries that were under the control of these 4 great empires, but rather, what is being destroyed is the governments, the ruling authorities. The various nations of the world will always be there, but in the fullness of time, they will all be in subjection to one ruling authority, namely, GOD’s Government. Over time they will grow and develop until they will be in complete harmony and agreement with the rules and requirement of Christ’s Kingdom. They will come to realize that these are all designed for their own blessings.

Going back to the image again, GOD says,` that the head of gold represents Nebuchadnezzar himself, HE does not say that it represents the kingdom of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar was the ruling authority, he was the government. Kings in those days had total authority. They had their consultants  and advisers, but the final decision was theirs; they did not have to obtain the approval of anyone else.

The next power to dominate was Medo-Persia. There was only a change so far as the government was concerned, they  would have ruled over the same territory and people that Babylon did at the height of their power plus their own territory, just as was the case when Greece and then  Rome became world powers.

After Medo-Persia the next empire was Greece, pictured by the brass or bronze portion of the great image, this is followed by the iron portion representing the Roman empire. We note particularly that it is only the legs that are pure iron, the feet and toes are composed of iron mixed with miry clay.

MEDO-PERSIA TYPICAL OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM

. In Medo-Persia we again have an illustration of GOD’s Government. So many  features of its rule fit exactly with the Millennial Kingdom. Cyrus was the new ruler of Babylon the name Cyrus means “the sun”. Let us turn to 2 Chron. 36:23 

 “Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath Jehovah,

the God of heaven, given me; and he hath charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is

in Judah. Whosoever there is among you of all his people, Jehovah his God be with him, and let

him go up.”

It is the Lord Jesus that is to build the true Temple, namely His Church. Now to Isa. 44:28 

 “That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure, even

saying of Jerusalem, She shall be built; and of the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid”

Now to Isa. 45:1

 “Thus saith Jehovah to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to

subdue nations before him, and I will loose the loins of kings; to open the doors before him, and the

gates shall not be shut:”

GOD calls him ‘HIS Shepherd’ and ‘HIS Anointed’. How beautifully these terms apply to Cyrus’s great anti-type, the Lord Jesus. Cyrus took over control after the fall of literal Babylon, Christ takes over after the fall of Babylon the Great. Medo-Persia was a two-part kingdom, perhaps a symbol of the two parts of GOD’s Kingdom, the heavenly and earthly phases. Another similarity to Christ’s Government was, that its laws could not be changed once they had been issued, just as the rules of Christ’s Kingdom will never change or alter. His law will be perfect so there will be no need for change, as is the case with worldly governments. Now to Dan. 6:1

“It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty

princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;”
These could well represent the princes in all the earth that are to rule during the Kingdom Age, those that we term “Ancient Worthies.” These could be the judges that are to be restored, mentioned in Isa. chapter 1 let us look at verses 25-27

 “And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy

dross, and take away all thy tin:

And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as

at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of

righteousness, the faithful city.

Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with

righteousness.”

TEN TOES

We understand the iron and clay to represent the union of church and state, whereas the true church remains a pure, chaste virgin, as we see in 2 Cor.11:2. 

“For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”

 In Rev.14:4  the 144 000 are described as virgins. The iron of the feet and toes represents civil governments. We see this by the fact that the various metals of the statue illustrate world powers, including the legs of pure iron. It is only the feet and toes that are not composed of pure metal, but are a  mixture of metal and clay. We are given the clue that one of the elements represents the religious authorities in Dan. 2:43; as we saw, it cannot be the iron, so it must be the clay. Dan. 2:43 reads 

 “And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves

with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle with clay”.

Note it says: ‘they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men’. This most certainly implies that those who mingle themselves with the seed of men are not the seed of men themselves. If these are not the seed of men, then, who are they? As we saw, these are the false church. To get a better  understanding of the matter, let us think about the fact, that the false church is a counterfeit of GOD’s true Church. Are the members of the true Church ‘seed of men’? Of course, in one sense we are, but actually we are the ‘seed of GOD’ - HE is our Heavenly FATHER, HE has begotten us; in HIS sight we are HIS children now at the present time in this life.  As we see in Heb 2:13

“And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.”
We find a very helpful text in 1 John 3:1-2

“Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called

children of God; and [such] we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

 Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be.

We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is”.

Now to 1 John 3:9

“No one who has been begotten by GOD practices sin; because HIS  Seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten by GOD” Diaglott

The thought is, if we have been begotten of GOD, HIS Seed remains within us; therefore we no longer practice sin, we no longer sin willfully and deliberately; the new begotten nature does not sin. We know through weakness of the flesh the old nature can sin, for which by GOD’s Grace we can receive forgiveness. The understanding that the true Church are the ‘Seed of  GOD’ helps us understand, what is meant by the ‘mingling with the seed of men’; the counterfeit church looks upon themselves as ‘the Seed of GOD’; these are of course the false ‘Seed of GOD’ and they are mingling themselves with the ‘seed of men’, entering into a marriage union, as it were, with the governments of the world, The true ‘Seed of GOD’ remains totally separate from all worldly affairs.

It has been suggested, that the legs picture the two parts of papal Rome from the time that they split into two sections, the western and eastern divisions. There is a problem with this understanding, and that is, that there is no clay mixed in the legs. As we have seen, clay represents the ecclesiastical or religious element, the false church. We realize that the fourth kingdom has two parts to it, pagan Rome and papal Rome. If the legs as well as the feet and toes represent papal Rome, where is pagan Rome portrayed? Could the legs of pure iron represent pagan Rome, which had no mixture of false Christianity in their governmental system? in which case only the feet and toes, which have the mixture of clay would represent papal Rome. 

The question is: ‘have the feet and toes had a past fulfillment or is it still in the future?’ We know that papal Rome of the past was a mixture of the civil and ecclesiastical powers, in fact, the church held a very dominant position. It was the Pope who crowned the kings of Europe that were associated with the church of Rome, or you could say, there was an illicit marriage-union between church and state. Rev. 17:2 refers to the union as committing fornication. The Pope crowned kings and deposed them at his will. Napoleon humiliated the Pope by summoning him to France and Napoleon taking the crown from the Pope’s hands, crowned himself, witnessed by all the assembled dignitaries. Now let us look at Rev. 17:18 

 “Revelation 17:18 And the woman whom thou sawest is the great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”

This verse certainly shows the dominant position of the false church. So, we can see very plainly that there has been a past reign of the false church, combined with the civil authorities. So that could possibly be one fulfillment of the feet and toes or a first fulfillment; though it does not fit all that well. But that is all history now, with the main fulfillment still future and this is the part, that is of the most interest to us. We know that there is a division of opinion on whether or not there is to be a future fulfillment. In view of this, we need to examine the scriptures relating to this subject very carefully to obtain the answer. It is interesting to note, that in describing the feet of the image in the Chaldaic the word is in the singular. We would like to quote from Brother Frank Shalliew  as followers,

When we first came into the truth and saw a chart with a beautifully executed color picture

of the image in Daniel 2, we noticed that the feet looked peculiar because they were not

separated, and we wondered how the artist came to that conclusion. The image ended with

one form of a foot that had ten toes. In other words, the two feet were solid and appeared

like mummified feet. For years that drawing was puzzling—and even up to very recently.

However, now we see that the artist knew more than was first realized. In the Chaldaic, the

word translated “feet” in the King James Version is singular all four times (verses 33, 34, 41,

42). Although the word is third person, masculine, singular, the translators thought it had

to be “feet” for the account to make sense. “How could the image be smitten on only one

foot?” they asked. The answer is that the two feet were one foot.
How could the unification of the ten powers

at the end of the age be pictured by separate legs and feet? It has taken 57 years for the

 answer or solution, which is as follows. The scholars cannot get

around the fact that there must be two feet, so to make sense, they say the word “foot” in

the third person, masculine, singular is dual. In other words, they say the word “foot” really

means “two feet.” However, the image is an Osiride figure. (Osiris was the god of Egypt.) Of

course mythology has a lot about Osiris, the false messiah, Satan’s messiah. Osiris appeared

on the scene even before Jesus because as soon as Satan gets a hint from God, he is ready

 with a counterfeit. Mythology tells about the different deeds of Osiris—but mostly after he

expired. Therefore, he was made god of the underworld, the god of death. Osiris reigns in

the underworld. The point is that in some drawings the upper part of his body is pictured as

normal, but the lower part is shown as being mummified, suggesting impending doom and

death. (The same is true of King Tut. In his tomb he assumes an Osiride figure.) In effect,

then, while the legs could be seen as two, there was no air space between them. Some of the

statues of Osiris show him clothed and having two legs, but the two feet are together

End of quote.

THE WORK OF THE STONE

Brother Frank sees the fulfillment of verse 43 as only future. That could well be so. The past union of church and state may not be depicted in the image. The Roman empire did not have 10 nations joined together as some have suggested. Historians tell us, it varied greatly from time to time; from as few as 8 and as many as 13 at its peak.

 Another important point to consider is, what is the stone and when did it hit the image? Some have suggested that this took place in 1914. If that was the case, it must surely have been a very little stone and very ineffective, doing but little damage. We are now in the year 2005, 91 years have elapsed since 1914. The governments of this world are still in power. In fact, many of the world economies are growing strongly. Some of what we might term, the not so affluent nations are doing particular well; we think of China, South Africa etc. An economic commentator recently stated that India’s growth rate could overtake that of China in the next 5 years or so. Very clearly, the governments have not been ground to powder, not even broken into pieces. In fact, the great statue is still standing erect, has not even fallen over yet. The thought would be, that the image is standing on its feet; but once these are hit by the stone and crushed, its support has gone and it collapses and falls to the ground. This has not happened yet.
The illustration of the stone grinding the image to powder is a total and fully comprehensive picture showing the complete work of destroying the worldly governments. All the many other scriptures which show this work being carried out by various agencies, are all included in the picture of the stone  grinding the image to powder.
As clay looks almost like stone, has GOD used it as a picture to illustrate that that the clay in the  image is an imitation, a counterfeit of the real stone which represents the Kingdom? 
 Let us turn to Zech.14: 1-3

“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be

divided in the midst of thee.

 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city

shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and

half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the

people shall not be cut off from the city.

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as

when he fought in the day of battle.”

 This is another passage which shows that the governments of the nations will not be destroyed before Armageddon . This passage depicts the time when all the nations will come down on Israel, the time referred to in Jeremiah 30:7 as the time of ‘Jacob’s trouble’

“Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time

of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it”.

Then to verse 11
 “For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a

full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet I will not

make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will

not leave thee altogether unpunished.”

 We see in these verses, that all the nations are still there and very active, coming down on Jerusalem. GOD says, that HE will make a full end of all nations, that is, their governments, except the nation of Israel. When these nations come down on Israel, this is the time leading into Armageddon, this is, when the stone first hits the image on the feet.  

Another verse which seems to be speaking of the same time is Zephaniah 3:8

“Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.”

This would also be referring to Armageddon when the LORD says that HE is to rise up to the prey to gather the nations to pour upon them HIS indignation; again showing that the nations are present at that point in time.

Is the work of the stone something that takes place suddenly, or is it accomplished over a period of time? In the Reprints 5854 the stone hitting the image is referred to as the ‘Armageddon-crash’. All would agree that Armageddon is still future. The thought, that the initial hit by the stone equates with Armageddon would seem to be correct. This is when the governments of the world ‘fall to the ground’. So, in answer to the question: ‘does the destructive work of  the stone take place suddenly or over a period of time?’ the answer could be :’both’. The initial hit by the stone is something that takes place very suddenly and produces devastating results. All will know that the stone has hit. After this, there could be a period of time for the fallen statue to be all broken into pieces (crushed) and ground to powder and carried away by the wind. We need to visualize what would happen to an image if only the feet had one hit by a stone and the image falls to the ground. Obviously it does not immediately become powder so fine that the wind can carry it away. This would take a period of time. The commentator Albert Barnes says that the word ‘hit’ is the same word that is translated ‘clap’ in other places and refers to clapping of hands together. He suggests, that this is the illustration, repeated blows by the stone, as when one claps their hands together.

Rev. 2:26-27 links in well here.

“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to

him will I give power over the nations:

 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter

shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father”.
 Again the words of our Master to His followers. Speaking of the next age, when they will be reigning with Him. These verses suggest, that quite a period of time could be involved to accomplish the full and complete breaking down of the nations, until they reach the powder-stage. Another interesting passage is in Ps. 149:5-9

“Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their

beds.

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged

sword in their hand;

To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the

people;

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of

iron;

To execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his

saints. Praise ye the LORD”.

Some think this could refer to the Church in the flesh; it seems to fit better to apply it to the other side of the vail, the Saints are in glory or honour. Will they receive glory or honour in this life? The Scriptures show quite the opposite; now is the time for suffering for Christ, the glory comes later, the other side of the vail, as we see in Col. 3:4

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear?

With him in glory.”

The Saints are ‘on their bed’, showing, that they have entered into their rest. The trials and difficulties of this life are over they now have peace and rest, surely this is the reason that they are so joyful and are singing aloud on their beds.

Christ and the Church have two works to accomplish in the Kingdom Age, the breaking down of the nations, that is, their rulers and governments, as shown in the image and also the work of assisting and judging individuals. This passage seems to link the two works together; we have the nations and the kings mentioned, this would be the ruling authority; then we have the people mentioned separately. So we see, a distinction is made between the two.

ISRAEL’S PART IN BREAKING DOWN THE NATIONS

We have the breaking down of the kingdoms shown again, this time in Isa. 41:13-16 

”For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee,

Fear not; I will help thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee,

Saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.

Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having

Teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and

Shalt make the hills as chaff.

Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the

Whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD,

And shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel..”

The striking thing about this passage is, how very similar the terminology is to that of Daniel chapter 2; it refers to the mountains and the hills, picturing the larger and the smaller governments. These are beaten small and the wind carries them away, exactly as we saw in Daniel chapter 2. In this case it is fleshly Israel, that is carrying out the work; this shows that the stone, that destroys the image includes both phases of the Kingdom,  the Heavenly and the earthly. As mentioned before, the stone that initially hits the image would seem to be only the spiritual phase of the Kingdom. The thought is, that, as soon as the stone hits the image, it commences to grow. The growth would start with the nation of Israel they would be the first receive the Restitution blessings. They will receive their Prophets and Righteous Ones of old back again from the dead, those that we term the ‘Ancient Worthies’; again showing that a period of time is involved in the breaking down work.
 Before the nation of Israel can have the privilege of becoming GOD’s threshing instrument and sharing in the breaking-down work of the next age, they must undergo a sifting process. As other scriptures show, those that are unworthy of this honour will be taken away out of the nation of Israel; those that the scriptures refer to as ‘revolters’. This will leave behind a refined and purified people, those that love their GOD and still have full faith, that HE will fulfill all the many promises that HE has made to the nation. These will readily accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their long-awaited Messiah, when their blindness is removed, after spiritual Israel is complete. These will not only have the honour of a part in the breaking-down work, but also in the great Restitution work of building up, during the Millennium. Fleshly Israel’s instructions will come from spiritual Israel, that is, Christ and the Church in glory, and will be carried out under the leadership of the Ancient Worthies, the Princes in all the earth.

We can clearly see the 2 classes in Israel today; Those Jews that are purely secular and have lost all faith and are not looking for a coming Messiah, nor any of the Promises to be fulfilled by GOD. These are in sharp contrast to the religious element, these recognize GOD’s Hand in the establishment of their nation and realize that HIS Promises are already in the process of being fulfilled. We notice it says, ‘a new sharp threshing instrument’, something that is new, that had just been formed; that would be the newly refined nation of Israel. The marginal reading in the KJV says, ‘or mouths’ meaning, in place of teeth. This also fits quite well, as we have seen from other places in the Scriptures, that the breaking-down work will be accomplished by GOD’s Word, the enlightening influence of the Truth, referred to elsewhere as ‘a sword out of the mouth’ as in Rev. 19:21  

Then we have Jeremiah 51:19-20

“The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all

things: and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the LORD of hosts

is his name.

Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I

break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy kingdoms;”

This is a further confirmation of Israel’s role in the breaking-down  work. We find another interesting passage regarding Israel’s role in  Micah 4:11-13

“Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her

be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.

But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand

they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the

floor.

 Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn

iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces

many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and

their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.”

This is referring to the time, when many nations are to combine and come down on  Israel, but they know not the thoughts of the LORD as the verse says, they know not what HIS Plans are, their plans are quite contrary to those of the Almighty Supreme GOD; therefore they have no chance of success.   No individual, nation or group of nations can accomplish anything, if GOD has willed otherwise. 
We asked the question: “what is the stone?” We do not really need to ask this question, because the Scriptures tell us in plain language. Let us read again Dan.2:44-45 

 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a

kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall

not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume

all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the

mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the

brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream

is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.”

Verse 44 tells us that it is the Kingdom that does the breaking-up work. To paraphrase verse 44, it says: “just as you saw the stone doing”. We have heard the thought presented, that the stone represents Jesus. Of course He is the main one in the Kingdom, He is the Head of the Kingdom; but the Kingdom also includes His Body-members. We think of our Master’s Words in Luke 22:29 

“And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed

unto me;”

In Dan. 2:44 as we saw it says: ‘in the days of these kings the GOD of Heaven shall set up a Kingdom.’ This would be a reference to the 10 kings or 10 kingdoms represented by the 10 toes of the image, which have not yet come into existence; but will rule only for a short time, ‘one hour’ as Rev.17:12 states. There seems to be an emphasis placed on the 10 toes in Daniel chapter 2. Verse 41 tells us that the feet and toes are composed of iron and clay; then verse 42 singles out just the toes and tells us that they are composed of iron and clay. The Kingdom has not yet been set up. It is not until these 10 earthly kingdoms are in power and reigning with the beast, that this takes place.

As we saw, the stone is the Kingdom. At the present time the work of cutting the stone out of the mountain is still continuing on. The stone  cut out of the mountain means, disciples are being made out of the nations of the world during the Gospel Age. The stone that initially strikes the image is just Christ and the Little Flock. It is not until after the stone hits the image, that it commences to grow. When the stone is separated from the mountain and hits the image, we would understand it to represent Christ and the full 144 000; not just part of them. They would have to be complete, before the stone could represent the Kingdom and start breaking down the nations. Many scriptures sound as though their fulfillment is to take place in just a brief period of time; whereas in  reality  quite a lengthy period could be involved, e.g. the cutting of the stone out of the mountain takes 2000 years and perhaps most of a further 1000 years for it to grow into a great mountain and fill the whole earth. Just so, the grinding of the image into powder would take a period of time. 

DANIEL  CHAPTER 7

We have the same account of the 4 kingdoms given to us in Daniel chapter 7. Only this time they are portrayed to us as 4 beasts instead of an image in human form. The correct rendering is not just beasts, but wild beasts. This vision of the image in chapter 2 was given to Nebuchadnezzar in a dream and GOD gave the interpretation through Daniel; whereas in the case of the 4 beasts the vision was given directly to Daniel in a dream. It has been suggested that the vision of the image is the way man views the kingdoms/governments, as being noble and glorious. With the vision of the beasts, it is the way GOD views them. This is certainly the more realistic view. We need only to look back over the pages of history to see the savagery of the nations against each other with wars, bloodshed and violence almost continuously. Wild beasts is a very appropriate description. Time will not permit us to go into this chapter, we just want to make a couple of points: in the case of the image, the counterfeit false church is depicted by the clay in the feet and toes of the image. In Daniel chapter 7 it is portrayed by the little horn that comes up on the 4th beast that had the 10 horns. Let us look at Dan. 7:8

“I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them

another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns

plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like

the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.”

Then Dan.7:11-12

“I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the

horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body

destroyed, and given to the burning flame.

 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken

away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.”

The great words which the horn spoke depict so well the papacy with their boastful claim of ‘infallibility’ and being GOD’s ‘only true church’ and many other false claims.

The point that we want to particularly note, is the difference in the destruction of the 4th beast to that of the previous 3 beasts. In verse 11 we have the account of the complete destruction of the 4th beast. Let us now read again verse 12

  As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken

away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.”
So we see, there is a distinction between the 4th beast and the other 3 beasts, they had their dominion taken away, but their life was not taken away at the same time as their dominion was taken. Babylon is still alive and we know it as Iraq, Persia is Iran and of course Greece is still alive. The governments of these nations are still alive and governing. Their dominion was taken from them long ago, but their life will only be taken at Armageddon along with the 4th beast. It is only these 3 beasts that have their life prolonged after their dominion is taken, implying that it will not be so with the 4th beast; its life will be taken at the same time as its dominion. It will then  ceases to exist.

 As we know very well, up until the present time nothing different has occurred in this regard to the 4th beast. Pagan Rome had their dominion taken in 476 AD; their life was still prolonged, as it still exists and is known as Italy. In the case of papal Rome, they lost their dominion in 1799 when they had their temporal power taken from them; yet their life was prolonged and that is still so up until today. 

Yet the Scriptures indicate, that when the 4th beast has its dominion taken, its life will be taken at the same time. Therefore we must conclude, that when its dominion is taken, that will be a dominion that is still future, one that it is yet to receive, this would be at the time when the ten horns give their power and strength unto it, as shown in Rev. 17:13. We must keep in mind that these beasts all portray civil governments, so the 4th beast does not  picture the false church. The papacy has 2 parts to it, the ecclesiastical and the civil part. In this illustration the false church, the ecclesiastical part is portrayed by the little horn. In the image of Daniel chapter 2 it is portrayed by the miry clay. In Revelations chapter 17 by the harlot woman that rides the beast.

 We have the complete destruction of the 4th beast shown in verse 11, let us look at it again,

I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body

destroyed, and given to the burning flame.
These are very strong words which show the complete and final destruction of the beast, an event that is still future, when its life and dominion are taken at the same time.

 It is important that we notice the time-setting when this takes place. We are given this in the 2 previous verses, that is, verses 9 and 10

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days

did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head

like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his

wheels as burning fire.

 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand

thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten

thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books

were opened”

We see that it is, when the ANCIENT OF DAYS sits, the Judgment was set and the Books were opened. ‘The ANCIENT OF DAYS sits’ that means, GOD commences to reign. HE reigns through Christ and the Church. It says ‘the Judgment was set and the Books were opened’ – it is the start of the Judgment Day. The governments of the world are the first to be judged and destroyed, not the people, but the governing authorities and powers. This is followed by the judgment of the individuals. Why are we told here that ‘the Books are opened’? Perhaps it is to enable us to discern the connection with Rev. 20:11-12  which reads,

 “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose

face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no

place for them.

 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the

books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the

book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which

were written in the books, according to their works”

How beautifully these verses link in with all the other passages in our study and give us the same basic truth, only using very different symbolism. They tell of the destruction of the false ecclesiastical system and the present social order, which would include the governments. This is shown by the words: “from Whose FACE the earth and the heaven fled away”; the ‘earth’ the social, governmental part; the ‘heavens’ the false ecclesiastical part. 2 Peter 3:10 tells the same story again.

 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the

which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the

elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works

that are therein shall be burned up.”

This Great White Throne Judgment when the heavens and earth pass away will take place right at the opening of the future 1000 year Judgment day followed by the judgment of individuals. So the judgment of the false systems takes place on the same 1000 year day that the individual’s judgments take place, not before it. This is what  the Apostle Peter is telling us, he says that it is to be on this 1000 year Judgment Day that the symbolic heavens and earth will pass away, as we see by 2 Peter 3:7-8 

 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word

are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and

perdition of ungodly men.

 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with

the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Going back to Daniel 7:9 again we notice that in the K.J.V. the verse begins;                           

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
Many other translations render it the same way, including some literal translation, but there are also many translations that render it quite differently, they give quite the opposite meaning to it, they say; 

”till the thrones were placed or set”

Those that render it this way include the Septuagint, the American Standard Version, the Jewish Publication Society, the Rotherham, Hebrew – Greek Interlinear, the New World Translation; we find an interesting rendering from The Bible in Basic English  of verse 9-10 it reads;

“I went on looking till the seats of kings were placed, and one like a very old man took

his seat: his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head was like clean wool; his seat was

flames of fire and its wheels burning fire.

 A stream of fire was flowing and coming out from before him: a thousand thousands”

were his servants, and ten thousand times

 ten thousand were in their places before him: the judge

was seated and the books were open.
This rendering would seem to a paraphrase rather than a literal translation, but it could give basically the right thought contained in the passage. Thrones cast down would refer to the earthly rulers having their dominion taken  from  them, this is the way the verse is generally understood. The alternative renderings seem to fit the context better, the term thrones placed or set would apply to the thrones of GOD’s   incoming government and could refer to the thrones of the saints, we note that it is not until verse 10 that the judgment was set, it would not be until the judgment was set that the earthly rulers would have their thrones taken away, not before, we see just this taking place in verse 11 with the slaying of the beast (The civil authorities)           

We have several verses in this chapter that are speaking basically of the same thing and the same time period, namely the establishment of the Kingdom; let us just put these verses together,

Daniel 7:9

¶ I continued looking, until that, thrones, were placed, and, the Ancient of days, took his seat,-whose,

garment, like snow, was white, and, the hair of his head, like pure wool, his throne, was

flames of fire, his wheels, a burning fire.

Daniel 7:13

I continued looking in the visions of the night, when lo! with the clouds of the heavens, one like a

son of man, was coming,-and, unto the Ancient of days, he approached, and, before him, they

brought him near;

Daniel 7:14

and, unto him, were given dominion and dignity and kingship, that all peoples, races and tongues,

unto him, should do service,-his dominion, was an age-abiding dominion, which should not pass

away, and, his kingdom, that which should not be destroyed.

Daniel 7:18

but the holy ones of the Highest, shall receive the kingdom,-and shall possess the kingdom for the

age, yea for the age of ages.

Daniel 7:22

“until the ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most High,

and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”( KJV) 
Dan 7:26

But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.

(KJV)

Daniel 7:27

And, the kingdom, and the dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under all the heavens, shall

be given to the people of the holy ones of the Highest,-his kingdom, is an age-abiding kingdom,

and, all the dominions, unto him, will render service, and show themselves obedient.

 It is not until what has been foretold in these verses takes place that the false civil and religious systems will be destroyed, it is only then that the stone hits the image on its feet not before. It is not until the ANCIENT OF DAYS (GOD) sits and the dominion is given to the Lord Jesus and the Saints possess the Kingdom that these systems will be taken away. As we said before, verses 21-22 make this very clear, these verses show Papacy persecuting the Saints and prevailing against them until judgment was given to them and they possessed the Kingdom. It does not take place while some members of the Church are still in the flesh, the Church must first be complete and with their Lord the other side of the vail. 

These passages are all from the Rotherham rendering, except verses 22 and 26. Rotherham uses the term ‘age lasting’, whereas the KJV renders the same word ‘everlasting’. In one sense the word age lasting gives the right thought, Christ and the saints will only rule over and possess the Kingdom until this earth and people have been restored once again to the perfection that existed in Eden before father Adam fell into sin, in other words, until the restitution work is complete. Then the Kingdom is handed back to the Heavenly FATHER. 

REVELATIONS CHAPTER 17

The New Testament counterpart to the Daniel passages is Revelations chapter 17. The important point to notice is the time setting of the chapter; this is given us in the opening verses 1-2

 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials,

and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto

thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many

waters:

 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and

the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of

her fornication”.

So, the time-period is once again the same as in the Daniel passages we have been looking at, the time when the great whore is judged and destroyed. Some have described it as during the harvest period. So the various statements that are made in this chapter must be understood from  the vantage point approaching the end of the Gospel Age, not from the time when John was given the vision at the beginning of the age.  We must be consistent in this and not jump to and fro as some have done. Let us look at verses 3-6

 “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a

woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy,

having seven heads and ten horns.

 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and

decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden

cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her

fornication:

 And upon her forehead was a name written,

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF

HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I

wondered with great admiration’.

 (The New KJV gives a better translation of verse 6 they render the last part of the verse, 

.                              “I marveled with great amazement”

We are given here an historical snapshot as it were, we are being taken back down the stream of time. When John was given the vision on the isle of Patmos, none of these things had happened, they were all in the future; but we note, that they are all being described here in the past tense. It is important to our understanding of the chapter that we see this. The events are being described in the past tense, because the vantage point is not the start of the age, but towards the end of the age. In verse 2 we note that the kings of the earth  have committed fornication with her, past tense. The inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk by her, again past tense. Verse 6 is also past tense, namely, the woman is already drunken with the blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus. This is really a very apt description of the Roman Catholic Church. It has been estimated that 50 million were slain at her instigation. The actual slayings were mostly carried out for her by the beast, that is, the civil authorities. We see that the beast was controlled by the woman, she was riding it. A rider controls the animal that they ride. Not all of the estimated 50 million people would have been the saints, but the saints would have been included in these. John has been taken to the time of papacy’s supremacy during their 1260 year reign. Verse 3 said that he was carried away into the wilderness. We think of Rev. 12:6 

“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place

prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two

hundred and threescore days.”

Here we have the true Church in the wilderness. Could the thought be, that John was taken into the wilderness, in the sense that he was taken to that time-period when the Church was in the wilderness? Now to verse 7

 “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will

tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth

her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.”

The angel is going to explain the mystery of the vision that has been shown  to John. The verses that follow are the explanation. Now verse 8 

 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of

the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the

earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of

life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast

that was, and is not, and yet is”.
Let us just digress a little off the main subject,

THOSE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE

What is meant by ‘written in the book of life from the foundation of the world’? We would suggest, that GOD predetermined that there was to be a class selected that were to receive a Heavenly reward. HE also predetermined in advance the type of character that they would have to have or develop, in order to be worthy of a Heavenly home, as in Romans 8:29 

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn

among many brethren”.

 So then, any that meet the guidelines that had been set out, could be said to have been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world. What is meant by ‘their names being written’ in the book of life? We would suggest, that this does not mean their literal names, but rather, that it refers to the character requirements, that this class, selected during the Gospel Age, would have to possess. Just as we say, someone has a good name or a bad name, name is also used in the scriptures in exactly the same way as in. Prov  22:1

“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold”.

 Jesus is said to have a name which is above every name. Also Jesus said that He had made the Heavenly FATHER’s Name known while He was here on earth; again this was not the literal name; our Lord was the express  image of our FATHER; therefore by His life and conduct He showed the true character and attributes of the Heavenly FATHER. In this way He made HIS Name known, meaning HIS Good Name: it would have nothing to do with HIS Name JEHOVAH or YAHWEH. The 144 000 are said to have the FATHER’s Name in their forehead; this would mean that they have developed HIS Character. These are also said to receive a new name, which no-one knew, but themselves. This would again be a reference to the character that each one had developed. So, it seems reasonable, that the names written in the book of life would be symbolical of the character-requirements.

A 144 000 AND A GREAT MULTITUDE

How  many will there be in this Heavenly class, that are saved during the Gospel Age? Some understand that it will only be a literal 144 000. Is this correct? We must ask the question: ‘is it reasonable and logical to think, that the total fruitage to come out of the whole 2000 years of the Gospel Age is only a literal 144 000?’ During that time, how many have accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour? Would it be millions? No, probably billions. We know of course from our Master’s words, that not all of these are true Christians, not all are wheat; they are composed of a mixture of wheat and tares. We are not told anywhere what the proportions are. If it is correct, that only a literal  144 000 are saved out of the whole Gospel Age, we would have to conclude, that perhaps 99% or even more of those who claim to be Christians, were tares. Does this seem correct? We all know many lovely people who give evidence of being sincere and genuine, coming from many different Christian denominations.  Suggesting that the number could be quite considerable.
Some believe, the 144 000 is a symbolic number and represents a much larger amount. To come back to our first question: ‘is it logical and reasonable to think, that this class is only a literal 144 000?’ If we understand these to be the only saved ones coming out of the whole Gospel Age, we would have to conclude that it was most unreasonable. But, if we understand the ‘Great Multitude’ of Rev. 7:9 to refer to another class saved during the Gospel Age, that changes the whole picture. This would be the only understanding that would make it reasonable to conclude, that the 144 000 is a literal number. We could change the question around and ask: ‘is it reasonable to think, that the 144 000 are symbolic and represent a much larger number?’ We must bear in mind that these will be GOD’s Government to rule with Christ over the earth during the Kingdom Age. These are GOD’s Special Family, they are to live on HIS Plain of Existence to share HIS own Divine Immortal Nature, to be joint-heirs with Christ, which means, to share in all that He inherits from the Heavenly FATHER. What a wonderful privilege these have been offered! Something that we would never have dreamt of in our wildest imagination – if it had not been so clearly spelt out in the Scriptures. In view of this, it would seem quite reasonable and logical to think that this class would be only ‘a Little Flock’, a literal 144 000.

Returning to Rev. 17:8

 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of

the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the

earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of

life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast

that was, and is not, and yet is”.
This verse gives us an overall view in a condensed form, without giving any details. The ‘beast that you saw’ past tense, is the same  beast of chapter 13 that persecuted the saints, not a different beast, as some have thought. The ‘beast was’, but it ‘is not’ at the present time. It has been in the ‘is not’ condition since the end of its 1260 year period of power in 1799 when it received the death-stroke that got healed, which was delivered at the hands of Napoleon. At the present time it is figuratively ‘in the bottomless pit’, but it shall ascend  out of the pit. So then, the beast was, past tense; and is not, present tense; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, future tense. The verse tells us, that it is only GOD’s called-out ones that are going to understand what is happening, when they see these future events to occur. The rest are going to wonder. So, if we study the subject and understand what is going to happen, it will not come as a surprise to us. The beast is also described as the ‘beast that is,’ present tense. There is a translation that renders it ‘is to come’ future tense; that would be the way, most would understand it. The words ‘to come’ would have been added by the translators. We know of no manuscript that has these added words. So, is that the correct understanding? Certainly, the words ‘is to come’ gives the correct meaning of what is going to happen when the beast emerges from the bottomless pit, but it possibly may not give the true meaning of the verse; rather the meaning could be that the beast has not gone out of existence; it would therefore be correct to say, that ‘it is’. The fact is, that it is only hidden away from view in the bottomless pit. It ‘is not’ in the sense that it is no longer functioning, no longer in public view, ‘they that dwell on the earth’ shall think that it is dead and gone, never to return. It will come as a surprise to them, when it comes to life again and ascends out of  the bottomless pit. That could be the reason for their wonderment mentioned in verse 8, this would be something quite unexpected to them, but not to us.  The beast did not go out of existence, because ‘its death-stroke got healed’. As we see in Rev. 13:3

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”

Then Rev. 13:12

“And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed”

And Rev 13:14


“And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”

 If it had died from its wounds, it could not have returned from the pit, in which case the future beast would have to be a different beast.

Let us look at verses 9-11

 “And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are

seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other

is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short

space.

 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of

the seven, and goeth into perdition”.

The 7 heads could have dual meanings, 7 kings, that is, 7 successive forms of government, also 7 literal mountains or hills. Rome is described as the 7-hilled city. This is a term that has been used historically of the city of Rome. As to the exact meaning of these verses 9-11 there is some variation of thought amongst our brethren. It seems however that most or perhaps all understand the basic meanings of the symbols of Revelation chapter 17. Some see the events described as having occurred in the past, with no future fulfillment. This is mainly those that have written on the subject in times past, early in the 20th century. Writers of more recent times mainly understand that the future fulfillment is the one that we are to look for and this is fully supported by the Scriptures. 

Verse 10 shows plainly that the vantage point in time is the end of the age, not the start. It is the time when the 6th form of government is operating. Many understand this to be the government of Victor Emanuel dynasty and the 7th form of government the dictatorship of Benito Mussolini allied with Adolf Hitler. This could well be correct. It seems to fit quite well. The Emanuel dynasty ruled in the latter part of the 19th century and early 20th century, followed by Mussolini/Hitler union. And as the scripture says, this lasted for only a short space. We are now waiting for the emergence of the eighth beast. Verse 11 tells us, that this beast that is to emerge from the bottomless pit is not a new beast, but a revival of the same beast. The first part of the verse reads: “the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth…” so it is saying, that this eighth beast or eighth form of civil government is in fact a return of the ‘beast that was’ or we could say ‘a revival of this beast. Its operation and form of government will be the same? We need to determine, which stage of the beast operating under which head is referred to. This is easy to find out as verse 11 says that the eighth form ‘is the beast that was, and is not’. This relates us back to verse 8; this is the only other place where this term is used and verse 8 relates us back to verse 3 because verse 8 commences with the words; ‘the beast that thou sawest’ and the beast that John saw was the beast of verse 3. Let us read verse 3 again

 “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a

woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy,

having seven heads and ten horns”

So here we have the papal beast, the one that is controlled by the harlot woman. This is the beast under the 5th head. The beasts controlled by the 6th and 7th head were not papal beasts. If we are correct, their reign, as we said before was at the end of the 19th century and nearly to the middle of the 20th century, these were not being ridden and controlled by the harlot woman So then, that shows us the form of the coming civil government; a government that is once again under the control of the harlot woman. But, unlike the papal beast of the middle ages, which reigned for 1260 years, this one will last for only a short time, namely, one symbolic ‘hour’. We would like to quote a portion from Brother Frank Shalliew in connection with verse 11

The account does not state that the eighth circumstance is the appearance of a headless

beast. Quite to the contrary, “the beast that was...even he is the eighth.” Was

“the beast that was” a headless beast? In verse 3 the Apostle states that he previously

saw“ a scarlet coloured beast ...having seven heads,” and in verses 9 and 10 the angel

explaining the meaning of the vision to John states that the seven kings were seven

mountains or heads upon which the woman sat and, further, that the sixth and seventh

heads, as well as the eighth head, did not reach a prophetic fulfillment in verse 3. In

other words, the fifth head would appear again, this time as an eighth head. The first

four heads did not represent Papacy, and neither does the sixth or seventh head according

to verses 10 and 11. Thus, while eight forms of government would arise, only

seven would be separate and distinct from each other. The Holy Spirit, in seeming anticipation

of the suggestion by some that the eighth form would be a headless beast,

states and reaffirms the matter:“ the beast that was ...even he is the eighth ,and is

[one] of the seven [prior forms].” The number seven signifies completion, whereas the

number eight means resurrection (though only a temporary one in this case). Question:

Does Daniel 7:11,26 refer to the first slaying of the beast when it was temporarily

shorn of dominion in A.D. 1870, or to its second descent (Rev. 17:8,11) unto

eternal perdition—the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20; 20:10)? The latter, it appears.
End of quote

This is a very complex subject and not so easy to grasp. Perhaps it would be helpful to read verses 8 and 11 together, firstly verse 8

“The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of

the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the

earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of

life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast

that was, and is not, and yet is”.
Then verse 11,

And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of

the seven, and goeth into perdition”.

The key to the subject is to understand that the term beast that was and is not applies to only one phase of the beast and that is the Papal phase, the one that John was shown,  the beast with the harlot woman riding it, “the beast that thou sawest” as the angel put it. So the beast that is to ascend out of the bottomless pit and rise to power again is the same beast that John was shown, the same form of government. Therefore it does not have an eighth head as each head represents a different form of government, the eighth beast is not a different form of government, but a revival of the fifth beast and its form of government.

Now let us look at verses 12-13

“And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have

received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour

with the beast.

 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto

the beast”.
 

The clue here is that these 10 kings have received no kingdom as yet. We have already established that the vantage point for Revelations chapter 17 is the end of the age, during the harvest period. We saw this by verse 1, which explains that it was the time for the judgment for the great whore. This understanding was re-enforced by verse 10, which we will just read again

 “And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other

is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short

space”.

It is very clear that this relates to the end of the age, it would not fit at all, if we were to date it from the time that John was given the vision, at about 96 AD. There certainly had not been 6 different forms of the Roman government up to that time. Only the 1st head would have been reigning. Then to be logical, if we accept verse 10 as applying to the end of the age, we must view verse 12 from the same point in time. We would like to quote Brother Frank again, regarding ‘the hour of power’

Hour of Power

Verse 13 states that “these [the nations or powers represented by the horns] have

one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.” Does not this indicate

that a concerted plan of action between the various powers and the Vatican

(agreed upon after a process of discussion and planned strategy) will be channeled

through the agencies already established for this purpose and for other purposes?

Great authority and backing, “power as kings” (verse 12), will be conceded and conferred

upon the participants involved, aided by “lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9). As

world conditions worsen and become more anarchistic, the ten horns will be author-
ized to give the beast sweeping powers. It will be reasoned that Papacy has long stood

for peace, equitable labor, and the populace, and has firmly opposed disorder and violence.

When Papacy consorted with the nations in the past, it was not for “one hour”

(verse 12) but for 1,260 years. The burden of Daniel 7 stresses the longevity and the

degree of papal power exercised in the Dark Ages, wherein it prospered for so long in

crushing the saints. In contrast, Revelation 17 shows that in the very end of the Gospel

Age, there will be a revival of papal power for one hour (perhaps a year). The Revelation

account emphasizes the surprise element of the hour of power and the brevity of

its duration before the beast “goeth into perdition” (verse 11)—into everlasting destruction,

from which there will be no hope whatever of future resuscitation.
End of quote

The 7 heads of the beast are 7 successive forms of government, whereas the 10 horns will be reigning together at the same time. Is the number 10 a literal or symbolic number? The number 10 is a very significant number in the Scriptures. We know that it is used many times in the Scriptures to denote completeness or the full number of a thing or order in connection with the earth, as in contrast to the number 7 which denoted completeness of spiritual matters. We know that behind the scenes efforts are being made to establish a One-World-Government. Could that be the picture here? Possibly also a literal 10 is involved in some way. The fact that the 7 heads are literal could strengthen the thought of a literal 10. Sometime back there was a suggestion made that the world be divided into 10 economic zones. It seems a very likely scenario that this will be a world government combined with a world church. The iron and  clay mixed bringing ‘peace and security’ for a short space of time before the ‘sudden destruction’; a counterfeit of  the righteous world government ruled over by the Lord Jesus Christ and the Church, a counterfeit so good and convincing that it could deceive even the elect, if GOD allowed it, which HE will not. These will be the only ones that will not be deceived. These will not ‘wonder’ at the events that are taking place. They have been forewarned by the Scriptures and will be in expectations of these things.

Many have been watching the developments of the European Union over the years. It originally had 10 members. There are now many more and others waiting to join. It still seems likely that this is the beginning of the total union that is to come. There are several important points to think about: their member countries cover much of the same area that was under the control of the old papal Roman Empire. Also the original document was signed in Rome, even its title was ‘The Treaty of Rome’.  The E.U. Constitution paper was signed in Rome – under the statue of a Pope… how symbolical. At the present time they have received a set-back, but just like GOD’s Plans, Satan’s plans also develop very slowly. Verse 13 shows us that these 10 kings will get fully behind one central government, the government of the beast. Now let us look at verse 14;   

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are

with him are called, and chosen, and faithful”.

This verse is again very significant regarding the time, and leaves no doubt whatsoever that the 10 governments are not speaking of 10 divisions of the old Roman Empire as some had thought. These 10 kings, or we could say kingdoms or governments are making war with the Lamb, and the Lamb overcomes them At that time His Church is with Him. Some understand it to be the Church in the flesh. We would suggest that it is the complete Church the other side of the vail in glory. The key is, that the are ‘the called, chosen and faithful’, ‘many are called, but few are chosen’; these are not just the called, but they are the ones that have been chosen; they are also the faithful. Let us look at Rev. 2:10 

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil

shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall

have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give

thee a crown of life.”

None can be termed ‘the faithful’ in the full sense of the word, until their earthly sojourn is over. It is only then, that their testing and trials are finished; it is only then, that they have made their ‘calling and election’ sure and receive the ‘crown of life’. Some have suggested that this verse applies to the future persecution of the Christians. The future persecution of the Church is shown    in other places, but it is not shown here. The Scriptures seem clear, that there is no victory for the saints over the beast while in the flesh. Let us contrast this verse with Dan. 7:21-22 that we looked at before, but let us look at this passage again,

 “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and

prevailed against them;

Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the

saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints

possessed the kingdom”.

We see here that the Papacy is to prevail against the Church …until…the Saints are given the Kingdom and are sitting in judgment. It is only after the saints are reigning with Christ in glory that 

they get the victory. 

We can also compare Rev. 17:14 with Rev. 13:7

 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to

overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and

tongues, and nations.

We note here that the beast makes war with the Saints and overcomes them. It is interesting to note that in Rev. 17:14 the war is with the Lamb, the saints are only mentioned as being with Him. The beast can no longer harm them as previously as they are out of its reach, the other side of the vail. These kings of the earth make war with the Lord Jesus in the sense, that they are fighting hard to maintain the ‘status quo’, they want to maintain the old order of things, their  own positions of privilege and authority; exactly as was the case with regard to the religious leaders in Israel at our Lord’s first advent. The time setting of verse 14 is after the marriage of the Lamb is over. We see this more clearly when we link Revelations chapter 17 in with Revelations chapter 19. This is again the same time period. Let us note the opening verses 1-2 of  chapter 19

“And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in

heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honor, and

power, unto the Lord our God:

For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the

great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and

hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.”

In verse 7 we have the marriage of the Lamb; after that, we see our Lord and the Church described as ‘the armies in heaven’ then verses 19-20 are equivalent to Rev. 17:14. These verses read,

“And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies,

gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse,

and against his army.

 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that

wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had

received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his

image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with

brimstone”.

Here we have the complete destruction of the present unrighteous arrangement of things, civil, ecclesiastical and political together, pictured by the beast and the false prophet. These verses are simply giving us more details of the brief statement made in Rev. 17:14 ‘…the Lamb shall overcome them’. This is also exactly the same illustration that we saw in Daniel, the stone representing the Kingdom, hitting the image on the feet and toes of iron and clay, destroying the civil and ecclesiastical systems. The stone as we saw, is the Kingdom, that is, Christ and His Church, the called, chosen and faithful ones; exactly the same as in Rev. 17:14. This verse 14 really brings things to an end, the opposition to Christ and His Church has been overcome. Then the angel continuous on to fill us in on further details. Let us read verse 15

 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the

whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and

tongues.”

This takes us back to verse 1 of the chapter, where we are first told that the great whore sits upon many waters. Now the angel gives us the explanation of the many waters. The Roman Catholic Church claims to have 1.2 billion members; these are the peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues that support her. When we think of her vast empire spread throughout all the countries of the earth regardless of nationalities, colour or language, we see how appropriate the description given in verse 15 is; she is ‘sitting’ on these, in the sense that they are supporting her. Just so with the typical  city of Babylon sitting, in fact straddling the Euphrates river. This would have been her life-blood as her commerce would have come via the river. Once it was dried up, she became vulnerable and fell to the Medes and Persians. Just so it will be with Babylon the great, as we see in Rev. 16:12

 “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river

Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the

kings of the east might be prepared”.

The Kings of the east as we know, are Christ and the Church, the Kings from the sun-rising as some translations render it?? This links in with Mal.4:2 and Matt. 13:43 

“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness

arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up

as calves of the stall.”

Now to Matt. 13:43

“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear”.

So we see the great whore sitting on two things; the many waters, and also the beast. Some have suggested that in fact the two things are the same and that the beast pictures the common people. There is a problem to make this understanding fit neatly into place and in harmony with other scriptures on this subject. Others have presented a very similar thought, but with a slight variation, which could be the correct understanding and that is, that the multitude of people that support the harlot-church are represented by the body of the beast. This fits better. The head represents the government; as we saw in verse 9-10 the 7 heads are 7 mountains and 7 kings, ‘kings’ meaning governments or ruling authority. Some have said that the beast represents a people’s form of government, which is very close to the same thought, as the majority of the governments we have today are elected by the people. So the head, which is the government would represent the people; the body of the beast, those that elect the government. Another way of putting it, would be to say that the beast is a composite picture of a civil government and of the people that elect the government. The understanding that the body of the beast represents the people, removes the difficulty of the woman sitting on two different things at the same time. Dan. 7:11 that we looked at before, would seem to suggest a separate entity for the body of the beast. Let us look at Dan. 7:11 again

 “I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the

horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body

destroyed, and given to the burning flame.”
We are told here that the beast was slain; then we are also told that its body was destroyed. This would not mean, that the people were literally destroyed, but that they were destroyed as the body of the beast; the truth symbolically burnt them up as the body of the beast in other words, the beast lost its body after it was slain, the people were no longer supporting it. Just as when the Euphrates river was dried up, it did not mean that the peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues were suddenly gone; it just meant, that they were no longer supporting Babylon the great. Now to verses 16-17

 “And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall

hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall

eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.

 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and

give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be”

fulfilled.”

In these verses we have the fulfillment of the opening verse of our chapter, where John was told, that he was to be shown the judgment of the great whore. We see this being accomplished by the 10 horns. Some translations read that the 10 horn are on the beast. There are also a number of translations that read: ’10 horn and the beast’, in other words, one translation is saying, that it is only the 10 horns that hate the harlot woman and destroy her; whereas the other translation is saying that it is the beast and the 10 horn combined, that carry out the destruction work. Whichever way it is, these verses show the civil and governmental authorities that once supported the harlot woman, have now turned against her, and along with other agencies bring about her complete demise. These will make her naked, that is, they  will completely expose her for what she is,  her many false claims such as being GOD’s only true church, her claim of infallibility, authority to forgive sins, her many false doctrines, the mass, purgatory, and lust for power, intrigues etc.   

These will be all exposed by the light of Truth. Up until the present time, the light of Truth has had but a limited effect. But this will not always be the case. GOD has the time features of HIS Programme all laid out. When HIS due time comes, it will be totally effective, as we see in 2Thes. 2:8-9 

 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall

consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the

brightness of his coming:

 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all

power and signs and lying wonders,” Diaglott

The spirit of His mouth, the Word of GOD. We have the same thought of the enlightening effect of GOD’s Word in  Psalm 119:105

 “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path”.
JEZEBEL A TYPE OF THE FALSE CHURCH

We find the destruction of the false church shown in different ways in other illustrations. These are not contradictory, but they are complementary. Her destruction will come from more than one direction. It seems that one way in which it could come, would be internally, from her own household. This is suggested by the death of Jezebel, who is a figure of the false church. We find the account in 2 Kings 9:30-33

 “And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she

painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.

 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who

slew his master?

 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my

side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs.

 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some

of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he

trode her under foot”.

It has been suggested that the eunuchs picture the priestly class. It is easy to see, that this could well happen. There is already dissatisfaction. The celibacy is one particular area of discontent.

 In the book of Revelation we find a number of passages covering the same time period when the governmental and false religious systems will be destroyed, for example Rev. 16:16-20

“And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew

tongue Armageddon.

And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there

came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne,

saying, It is done.

And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was

a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth,

so mighty an earthquake, and so great.

And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the

nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God,

to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.

And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found”.

How well this harmonizes with Daniel chapter 2, the destruction of the governments along with the clay, the religious element. ‘The mountains were not found’, that is, the governments; they were not found, because they had been ground to powder and the wind had blown them away. Also the islands, the small governments are no more. Revelation chapter 18 gives us another description of the destruction of Babylon; therefore covering the same time period. We find the account in Rev. 18:7-9

“How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much

torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a

queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.                                                               Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning,

and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is

the Lord God who judgeth her.

 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and

lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when

they shall see the smoke of her burning,”

Then to verse 24

“And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of

all that were slain upon the earth.”

It seems to be suggested in Rev 6:9-11 that there will be a future martyrdom of the saints, the verse reads,

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:


And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?


And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow  servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”

Going back again to verse 8.  She will be utterly burned with fire, symbolic fire. This fire is the Truth, the Word of GOD. Thy Word is Truth. This harmonizes well with the bright shining of 2 Thess. 2:8-9 that we looked at before. We are shown that GOD’s Word is symbolized by ‘fire’ in the book of Jeremiah. Let us look at 5:14

“Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak

this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this

people wood, and it shall devour them.”

And also chapter 23:29

“Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer

that breaketh the rock in pieces?”

So then, the false ecclesiastical system with its false doctrines and teachings will be totally brought to an end from several different sources working at the same time: 

1. internally, from their own priests,

2. by the civil authorities, the 10 horns,

3. by loosing support of the people, her church members, those that originally supported her, the multitude, nations and tongues that she sits upon (the body of the beast), the drying up of the Euphrates,

4. by the Truth, the bright shining of our Lord’s Presence, the fire of GOD’s Word.

Could we perhaps say, that the first 3 are mainly the result of the 4th? 

THE DRAGON

Revelations chapter 12 is interesting, but for the sake of time we will mainly look at the last verse, that is, Rev.12:17

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war

with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of

God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

The word ‘remnant of her seed’ means ‘the remainder of her seed’. We would understand this verse to apply to the last members of the Church at the end of the age. This is implied by the word ‘remainder’ of her seed. If we speak of the remainder of something, it means, the last of it and that there is no more. So this could picture the expected future persecution of the final ‘feet-members’ of the Christ, the Church, just shortly before the final destruction of Babylon. Could this be speaking of the same thing that we saw before in Dan. 7:21-22

“I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.”

We see that this takes place right at the end of the age, as this verse says, that the persecution of the Saints will last until the time comes for the Saints to possess the Kingdom. As with the Elijah picture, the last members of the body of Christ could finish their earthly course in the early stage of the ‘great time of trouble’, taken up, as it were, in a chariot of fire. We note in Rev. 12:17 that it is the dragon that makes war with the last members of the Church. The ‘dragon’ is one of Satan’s titles as we see in Rev. 12:9

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the

Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out

into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

Some understand the dragon to initially picture pagan Rome and then the civil governments in general. We agree that the civil governments are involved in the picture, but the term ‘dragon’ applies to Satan; that is what the Scriptures tell us, as we saw in Rev. 12:9. This verse gives us the scriptural answer as to who the dragon is. We know Revelation is a symbolic book, but that does not mean that every word is symbolic. If that was the case, it would make it impossible to understand it. This verse is simply explaining who the dragon is, in plain language. The following part of the verse makes it plain who he is, ‘he is the one that deceives the whole world’ – surely, this can be none other than Satan. Rev. 20:1-2 makes the identity of the dragon even clearer: 

“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the

bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil,

and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,”

If we accept that the dragon is the civil authorities, then to be consistent, we would have to say, that they are being bound for a 1000 years, or perhaps that Satan and the civil authorities are included in the binding. Some do look at it this way. But are the civil authorities or governments to be bound? Certainly not; they are never to be bound. They are to be totally destroyed as we have seen, ‘ground to powder’ and never to be found again. We can understand why it has been suggested that the dragon represents the civil authorities, it would be because of Rev. 12:3

 “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great

red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns

upon his heads.”

Does Satan have 7 heads and 10 horns? Not that we know of. Why then is he pictured this way? Perhaps Luke 4:5-8 will help with the answer

“And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto

him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the

glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I

will I give it.

If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan:

for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only

shalt thou serve.”

We see here, who is behind the kingdoms of this world. The beast has 7 heads and 10 horns, he represents the civil governments. So Satan is shown the same way to tell us, that he is really the beast; he is the power behind it; the beast is merely his agent, or puppet that he uses, to carry out his plans and purposes. Thus the title of ‘dragon’ applies to Satan, not to the beast or the civil governments; to apply it to the civil governments would be quite unscriptural. 

SYMBOLIC TYRE

We find a very interesting passage that seems to be speaking of our day, that is

Isa. 23:15-18  

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten

seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of

seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot.

Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been

forgotten; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest

be remembered.

And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the

LORD will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall

commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the

face of the earth.

 And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD: it

shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for

them that dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for

durable clothing.”

This passage would initially have been speaking of the literal Tyre, but we are not to think, that is all there is to it. The part that is of interest to  us, is the symbolic fulfillment. Again we will quote a passage from Brother Frank Shallieu   

This is a picture of Papacy as a harlot (Rev. 17:3–5). Papacy was given a deadly wound by

Napoleon. In some respects, this wound was more effective than Luther’s Reformation.

The wound was very effective in the hard, commercial world, whereas Luther was very

effective to the godly person. Luther spoke in ecclesiastical circles and opened the eyes of

the truth-seeker. On the other hand, Napoleon was a great conqueror. His humiliation of

the Pope and imprisoning him and his seizing the Vatican lasted for 70 years. The Vatican

actually became French property. Papacy likens the 70 years of humiliation to Israel’s 70

years of captivity in Babylon.

Napoleon imprisoned the Pope in 1799. Seventy years later, in 1870, during the time the

Papacy was shorn of its temporal dominion, the Pope uttered the doctrine of papal infallibility.

This was a seemingly absurd timeto utter such a boastful claim—but Papacy was singing as a

harlot, calling to mind her former greatness. The year 1870 marked the beginning of

wooing her former paramours—and the effort was successful. The Vatican state was

restored (Papacy got back its temporal dominion) under Mussolini in 1929 with the signing

of the Lateran Treaty. Papacy is coming back into power.

End of quote

It is very clear, that in the Scriptures Tyre is used to symbolize papacy, in the same way that Babylon is used to typify Babylon the great, the mother of harlots. How very well this passage portrays papacy of our day. She is to ‘go around the city, making sweet melody’. The city would mean Christendom, papacies domain, the various countries where her vast number of supporters reside. Is that not exactly what the past Pope has been doing? He seems to have been one of the most traveled Popes that the church has had. Has he not been making ‘sweet melody’? There has been a complete change in tactics to that of papacy of old. He has been preaching a doctrine of love, peace, tolerance, forgiveness, reconciliation, caring for the poor, urging the more affluent nations to support the weaker and poorer ones. The harlot was to take a harp. As we know, a harp is a symbol of the Bible, GOD’s Word. What a change there has been in the church’s attitude towards the Scriptures to that of the past. There was a time, when lay people were not allowed to study the Bible and the Bibles were being burned. Now we find Bible-study groups among the Roman Catholics. The past Pope has been freely quoting scriptures, when meeting religious leaders, to  a greater extent than his forbearers.  It seems clear, that we are living in the days when this passage in Isaiah is in the process of being fulfillment. We have a very sweeping and comprehensive statement in verse 17, ‘ 

and she shall turn to her hire, and shall

commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the

face of the earth.
Many translations render the word “turn” as “return” these include, The American Standard Version, Rotherham, Jewish Publication Society Translation etc. this gives us the correct thought. Young’s Concordance gives the meaning as “turn back” which means the same thing, she turns back again to her previous conduct or activities.   

We must bear in mind that this passage is not referring to her past conduct during her 1260 years of power, but it is when she re-turns to her hire again, to be remembered, after having been forgotten. This verse seems to suggest an even wider domain than she had previously. This is very clearly speaking of the future, not the past. It would have its final fulfillment, when she rises to power again, for a short period of time reigning with 10 kings or kingdoms, prior to their turning on her and destroying her. Verse 17 would support the thought, that the number 10 has a wider fulfillment that just a literal 10; but means completeness, as mentioned before; ‘all the kingdoms of the world upon the  face of the earth’ suggesting a  World Government married to a World Church, before they ‘devour’ her. 

 Let us read Micah 4:13 again that we looked at earlier in connection with Israel, 

Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn

iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces

many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and

their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.”

We note the last part of the verse reads,
“: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and

their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.”

Their gain and substance, in other words, their work and labour, the things that they have organized and provided, will be taken over and consecrated to  the LORD and used by HIM.

This links in well with the passage that we looked at before in Isa. 23:15-18. Let us read verse 18 again

 And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD: it

shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for

them that dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for

durable clothing.

This is referring to the work of the false church. These two passages  give a similar thought. What they are really telling us is, that GOD can use the work of all people or organizations to further HIS own interests. HE can use the work of HIS enemies as well as HIS friends. HE even uses the great archenemy Satan and his work to further the accomplishment of HIS own Plans and Purposes. As we mentioned before, if we have the right understanding, the Plans and Purposes of GOD and those of Satan and his false governmental and ecclesiastical organizations will be very similar, because Satan’s end-time organization will be a counterfeit of the true Kingdom, it will be one that will be well organized and will look like the real thing. The only problem with it will be, that it is presided  over by an evil king (Satan) and unrighteous men, who do not have the right heart condition; therefore they are not prepared to put the interests of their citizens first, but rather, they are more interested in promoting their own positions, their own honour and glory.

This will be an organization that the incoming Kingdom can take over and use. 

 Isa. 23:18 is really saying the same thing.

“And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD:”

That is, her gain, her substance and labour, just as in Micah. 

Continuing with Isa, 23:18 the next part of the verse reads;

“it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for

them that dwell before the LORD,”

This means, that it is not to be hoarded up or put away somewhere. The work that has been  done is not to be wasted, it will be made use of for the LORD’s people of the next age. Then the last part of the verse says,
“to eat sufficiently, and for

durable clothing.”

This would be completely symbolic and would seem to speak of good, moral and righteous principles, spiritual food. The clothing could refer to  righteous  clothing, as in 1 Pet. 5:5

 “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of

you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for

God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”

And also Rev. 3:18

 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest

be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that

the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes

with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”

As we know, lately the Roman Catholic Church has been preaching righteous principles and high moral standards, teachings that are suitable for the LORD’s people to be clothed in. They may emphasize these principles even more, when they obtain power again. It would seem that this would have to be the case, to fulfill our Lord’s Words that we have quoted before in Matt. 24:24 where He said that, if it were possible, they shall deceive even the elect. This suggests that the deception would be very close to the real thing. As mentioned before, our Lord’s Words to His followers at His first advent could apply again here, just as they applied to the religious leaders of His day: ‘do as they say, but not as they  do.’

Ezekiel chapter 28 is a very helpful passage, which strongly supports our understanding that  Tyre represents the papal system. Firstly, verses 1-2

 “The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord

GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a

God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a

man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God”

The wording of verse 2 surely could not be much clearer. It may not be exactly correct to say, that the prince of Tyre represents the papacy, it seems that the city of Tyre symbolizes the papacy, and the prince the one, that rules over the city, namely, the one that rules over the papal empire, that of course is the Pope. This is suggested by the statement: “…thou art a man…”. The prince of Tyre would not picture any individual Pope, but rather the office or position held by the Pope; therefore he would represent the long line of Popes in general. Is not the wording of verse 2 exactly the claims made by the Popes, especially since 1870 with the claim of infallibility, a claim which applies to GOD. 

The prince sits ‘…in the midst of the seas…’ This expression would be equivalent to the great whore sitting on many waters, which represent peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues. We know from other scriptures, that the sea symbolizes the same thing; we think of Luke 21:25 

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the

stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea

and the waves roaring;”

Another good passage is in Isa 17:12-13

“Oh, the raging of many nations-- they rage like the raging sea! Oh, the uproar of the peoples-- they roar like the roaring of great waters!


Although the peoples roar like the roar of surging waters, when he rebukes them they flee far away, driven before the wind like chaff on the hills, like tumbleweed before a gale.”
(NIV)
We have another very good passage speaking of Papacy, under the symbolism of Tyre portraying       her downfall that is Ezekiel 26:15-17

Thus saith the Lord GOD to Tyrus; Shall not the isles shake at the

sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the slaughter is

made in the midst of thee?

Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones,

and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they

shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the

ground, and shall tremble at every moment, and be astonished at

thee.

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How

art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the

renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her

inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it!

What an astonishing and accurate description we have in verse 16 of Papacy’s princes with their robes and broidered garments, obviously a reference to their priests and other dignitaries.  

We find an interesting verse in the Psalms, let us look at Psalm 45:12

“And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich

among the people shall intreat thy favor.”

The expression “daughter of Tyre” just means the citizens Tyre, the same as we have the term daughters of Jerusalem in Luke 23: 28, and e.g. a number of places in the Song of Solomon, meaning the citizens of Jerusalem. The daughter of Tyre would symbolize the citizens of the Papal kingdom, her supporters world wide This verse shows that many, perhaps most of them will readily come in line with the new righteous order of things that has taken over world affairs, this will take place once they have been enlightened and come to realize that they have been deceived all along, They will bring gifts, that is, they will worship and give honour and glory to earth’s new acknowledged King, the Lord Jesus Christ.

 We would like to quote a further passage from Brother Frank Shallieu

“And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift [after the wedding]; even the rich among

the people shall entreat thy favour” (Psa. 45:12). “The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall

bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down

before him: all nations shall serve him” (Psa. 72:10,11). The daughter of Tyre, the kings of

Tarshish and of the isles, etc., shall bear homage and respect to The Christ. “In that day shall

there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the pots in the

LORD’S house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in

Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and

take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in

the house of the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 14:20,21). All pots shall be “HOLINESS UNTO THE

LORD”; ie, all vessels will be consecrated to the Lord. These verses imply that previously

Canaanites (traders, merchants) were in the house of the Lord. The Catholic Church was

making worldly profits.

Hence Papacy’s usurpation power will be removed and replaced with the arrangement the

Lord originally ordained. There will be a “house cleaning” and different leadership

installed. The house of the Lord will be purified. In the Kingdom, Papacy’s former

adherents and leaders who are rightly exercised will acknowledge the change of leadership

and gladly make restitution for their past wrongs. Because of their change of heart

condition, their offerings will be acceptable. The masses will no longer be exploited but will

be benefited and helped up the highway of holiness. What was taken from the people will

be given back to them in a much more profitable way. They will be nourished by their

obedience instead of being impoverished by it.
In Revelations chapter 17 it is a woman, that is pictured, sitting on many waters. In Ezekiel it is a man, the prince. This is because the harlot-woman represents purely the religious side. A church is always symbolized by a woman; whereas the Popes ruled over the whole papal system, both parts, ecclesiastical and secular; therefore a man  is the appropriate symbolism.

Eze. 28:11-19 is also a very interesting passage

 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say

unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full

of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone

was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl,

the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the

carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy

pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so:

thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and

down in the midst of the stones of fire.

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,

till iniquity was found in thee.

By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of

thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee

as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O

covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast

corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee

to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold

thee.

Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine

iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth

a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring

thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold

thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at

thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

This passage is not speaking of the prince of Tyre, but the king of Tyre. The description given in the verses leaves us in no doubt, as to whom the king of Tyre represents; very clearly it is Satan. A king is superior to a prince. A prince would take his instruction from his father, the king. That would be the little picture here; the king is the real ruler of Tyre, the power behind the scene, ruling through his son, the prince; again a counterfeit of GOD’s Kingdom, where the Heavenly FATHER rules through HIS Son, the Lord Jesus. We have this illustration of Satan being the power behind the scene in Rev. 13:2

“And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet

were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and

the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”

The dragon, that is, Satan gives the beast his power, his seat and great authority. Some again take the dragon mentioned here as pagan Rome and understand this verse as applying to the transfer of power from pagan  Rome to papal Rome. We are not discounting this understanding, as we know, many scriptures have a dual fulfillment. Such could be the case here. Just as with papal Rome, pagan Rome would have been Satan’s instrument, under his control. So the two thoughts are very much linked together. As mentioned previously, we understand the Scriptures to show, that the dragon is one of the titles belonging to Satan.

CLOSING THOUGHTS


We have endeavored to show from the Scriptures, that certain events, that some had thought to be in the past, are in fact still future. This understanding of a past application could have been partly due to the belief that we were further down the stream of time than actually is the case.  From the time illustrations shown in the Scriptures it seems, that the long awaited Kingdom is  just over a quarter of a century away, with this understanding it gives a different prospective, we see that there is still ample time, for the many unfilled scriptures and various end time events that have been prophesied to be fulfilled.

We have linked many scriptures together which are supporting the understanding that there is to be a rise in power again of the false church combined with the secular governments  for  a short space of  time, before their final destruction, which will not take place until the full church (the 144 000)  are beyond the veil in glory with their Lord. These are the stone that hits the image on its feet, the stone symbolizes the Kingdom that will be carrying out the work of crushing the worldly governments; later to be joined by the Great Multitude. And after that, the Ancient Worthies and the Nation of Israel comprising the earthly phase of the Kingdom.  

From that time on, the two phases of the Kingdom will be working together in harmony, accomplishing the great Restitution work of assisting mankind up the highway of Holiness and back to perfection  in the image of GOD, the image that our first parents originally possessed, when they were living in peace and harmony with their Great CREATOR in the beautiful Garden of Eden which HE lovingly prepared for HIS earthly family to enjoy.

Here is the lovely picture that is yet to be for mankind, when the work of the Kingdom Age is completed. The earth made glorious world wide, a fitting place to be called GOD’s footstool, where once again all will be living in peace and harmony in this restored Eden, in full relationship with their CREATOR.

This is when the original stone will have fully completed its growth and become a great mountain and filled the whole earth. Only then will the  words  spoken by the King to GOD’s earthly family which we find in Matt. 25:34 have their fulfillment,

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world”

 This will be the glorious time when every human heart and mind will be filled with the desire to praise , to honour , to glorify the Almighty, Supreme GOD , Whom they now recognize as their Heavenly FATHER and they will delight to respond to the encouragements in Psalm 150

Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.


Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.


Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.


Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.


Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.


Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.

                                                  Address by Greig Tosh
Ten Toes and Ten Horns


