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Grace, faith and works are all very important components in our pilgrim journey along the narrow way. We see by the writings of the Apostle Paul that many of our brethren in the early Church found difficulty in understanding this subject, and placing each component in its correct place. This applied especially to our Jewish brethren, who had accepted Jesus as their Saviour and commenced the run in the race for the price of the High Calling. They were still endeavouring to earn their justification by works of the Law. This is not really surprising, considering the nation had been under the Law for around the past 1600 years. Many of our Christian friends have a similar problem today, some insist that we must observe a Saturday-Sabbath and that Sunday worship is the mark of the beast. Other groups take it even further and say that we must keep all the various Jewish holy days and festivals, such as the feast of Tabernacles, when they had to dwell in booths for one week. 

Then we have those who go to the other extreme. Many years ago a pamphlet was circulated, stating how simple salvation was. They said that this was just a matter of accepting Jesus Christ as our Saviour. They went on to say that there is nothing else that we had to do. 

Let us spend a little time today looking into what the Scriptures say on this subject.

GRACE

 Firstly, Grace. We think of the Apostle Paul's words found in Romans 6:14,
    "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace."
Grace is from the Greek word "charis" which also means 'graciousness'. The word is also translated 'favour' in some places. It is GOD's unmerited favour to us, it is not something that we deserve, not something that could be earned; it is a totally free gift from GOD. No amount of good works, righteous living or keeping GOD's commandments could justify us in HIS Sight. After we are justified it is a different matter, works then come into the picture. We quoted before from the tract that stated that there was nothing that we had to do apart from accepting Christ as our Saviour.We would agree with this so far as our justification is concerned, that is, our initial salvation. We then have life, as our Master said in John 5:24, 
" verily verily I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath  everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life''
We now have salvation, we are now saved; we are saved from the death-sentence that rests upon all mankind, which we term 'the Adamic death-sentence'. We are now not under the Adamic condemnation, as we see in Romans 8:1, 

 "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit' . 

In GOD's Sight the rest of the world are looked upon 'ás the dead' at the present time, as the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 8:22, 

"But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead."

Only the Church has life, Jesus' words clearly imply that His followers were different to the rest of the world, they were not the 'dead' but had passed from death unto life. During the Gospel Age the world is dying in Adam; not for their own sins, but for Adam's original sin of disobedience. Amongst those in the world there is a wide variety of characters; there are many good people, who are doing their best to live righteous lives, while at the other end of the spectrum there are those who are extremely evil and commit the worst type of crimes. These are all dying for Adam's transgression, none are dying for their own evil deeds; therefore only one Redeemer was required, the Lord Jesus Who died directly for Adam; thereby redeeming Adam and  all in Adam, that is, all his offspring. By GOD's Grace these will receive a full opportunity for everlasting life in the coming Kingdom Age. At that time none can die the Adamic death. Those who are incorrigible and refuse to profit from the Grace shown to them, will die for their own sins, as we see in Jeremiah 31:29-30,

 "In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge. But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape,  his teeth shall be set on edge"

We see that there are three different types of death shown in the Scriptures: we have the Adamic death, the great bulk of mankind die in Adam, these die in the lost or unsaved condition at that time; they will all receive a resurrection to judgment, a resurrection to 'krisis' as it is in the Greek, which has a similar meaning to our English word crisis, crisis in the sense that the final judgment can go either way, the result is up to each individual. They will be given all the help and encouragement necessary, but they must comply with GOD's conditions to receive everlasting life and these conditions have not changed, they are still the same as they were for father Adam, obedience to GOD as Revelation 22:14 says,

  "Blessed  are  they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.", 

Then we have the 'called and chosen'  ones, GOD's true Church; these are no longer in Adam, they have been transferred to Christ. The FATHER draws them and gives them to Christ. These become part of the complete Christ, Head and Body. As we see in 1 Corinthians 12:12,

"For as the body is one, and hath many members,  and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ."
Paul is giving an illustration using the literal body, our body has many members, hands, feet, legs, a head etc. yet they are all part of the one body, then he says so 'also is Christ', these are the key words so also is Christ, he is showing us that Christ comprises not only Jesus Christ, the head but also the true church His body members. We get this same thought in Eph.2:15, he says that Jews and Gentiles have been brought together to make in Himself one new man. It helps in our studies of we can grasp this concept of the oneness of the Christ, Head and Body, it helps to explain other passages for example Galatians 3:16,

 "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ."

This one seed is that one new man Christ, Head and Body, Galatians 3:27-29,explaines it well,

 "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

These do not die in Adam, but in Christ, as we have confirmed in 1 Thess. 4:16,

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first": And again in Revelations 14:13  "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,  Write, Blessed  are  the dead  which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from  their labours; and their works do follow them."
And in 1 Corinthians 15:17-18 

  "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished."

These die, already having 'life' in GOD's Sight. As we saw before, they have passed from death unto life, having accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour and then been begotten by the Heavenly FATHER.  These die in the saved condition; having life, therefore they receive a resurrection to life. They have fully passed all their testing and trials during their earthly sojourn; therefore when they are brought back to life in the first resurrection, it is said that the second death has no power over them, Revelations 20:6.

The third type of death occurs are those that we spoke of, who die for their own sins. Those who die for their own sins die the second death from which their is no resurrection. 

Are no works then required  for our initial justification and salvation? As we have seen, it is described as a free gift. If we had to work for it, it would no longer be a free gift. There is of course a condition we must comply with,  before we can receive this Grace of GOD, this free  gift of life. As we all well know, that condition is faith.

FAITH

That brings us to the next component in our address; we must have faith in Jesus Christ, faith in His Ransom sacrifice, faith that  His death fully paid the Adamic death-sentence in our stead, giving us life and covering our past sins, even those like crimson are made as white as snow. Let us look at the words of our Lord in John 3:14-16, 

"and as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that  he gave his only begotten Son,  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

If we look upon believing in Jesus and His Ransom sacrifice as works, then we do have this one work in connection with our justification. We would not normally think of this as works, we would look upon it as coming under the category of faith, but our Lord does describe it as work in John 6:28-29,

 "Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent."

The theme text for this conference puts it very well, that is, Ephesians 2:8, 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith;  and that not of yourselves: it is  the gift of God:"
This brings the two essential things for our salvation together: grace and faith. It is by GOD's Grace and through faith in the priceless gift that GOD gave to the world, the gift of HIS only-begotten Son. The last part of Ephesians 2:8 says,
"and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:" 
This again is something that is a gift, not something that we work for, not something that we can earn. What exactly is this verse referring to? What  is this gift of GOD? Many understand it to be faith. A number of years ago it was presented as a question at the Nambour Convention. Some thought it was faith and others thought the gift was salvation as the first part of the verse reads: "For by grace are ye saved..." Verse 8 commenced with the word 'for', showing that the verse is not to be taken in isolation, but that it links in with what the Apostle Paul said before. If we go back to the start of chapter 2, Paul says that in times past, before we received GOD's Grace we were just like others, living to fulfill our own fleshly desires under the influence of the prince of the power of the air, that is, Satan, being children of wrath, even as others. Then verse 4 starts off with the word 'but' and shows GOD's Favour or Grace coming into our lives, HIS great Mercy and Undeserved Kindness to us. Let us read Ephesians 2: 4-9,

 "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And hath raised us up together, and made  us  sit together in heavenly places  in Christ Jesus:" That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his  kindness toward us through Christ Jesus  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is  the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

This is a very lovely passage and shows very clearly that no works are involved in our justification, our initial saving, and passing from death unto life. We all understand very well that the life that we receive at this stage is provisional life. It is not until we end our earthly course that it can be truely said that the second death has no power over us. Verse 10 of our passage is very important; we are coming back to that in the third portion under the heading of "WORKS". As we saw, verse 8 says: "...not of yourselves: it is the gift of God". What then is that gift of GOD? Is it faith or is it salvation? The first part of the verse reads: "for by grace are ye saved through faith". We would suggest, all of that is the gift of GOD, the whole package, that whole arrangement. Our salvation through faith is a gift of GOD, not of ourselves, as Romans 9: 16 says,  

  "So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy."

 Other helpful passages are: Romans 4:16,

  "Therefore it is  of faith, that  it might be  by grace; to the end the promise might be sure  to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,"

Also Titus 3:3-7,
For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,  deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful,  and  hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
This passage shows plainly the two aspects of salvation, according to HIS Mercy HE saved us,  past tense, speaking of our initial provisional salvation, then the passage ends by saying:  "according to the hope of eternal life". This was something still future, only a hope at that time, speaking of our final salvation no longer provisonal, but now made sure. 
All these passages make it very clear that our justification is a gracious gift from GOD. But what about faith? Would it be correct to say that faith is also a gift from GOD? Yes, indeed; initially that is the case. Let us link together two scriptures; firstly John 6:44,

  "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day."

Then Matthew 16:13-17,

  "When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou,  Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed  it  unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven."

These scriptures make it clear that GOD gives us the ability to exercise faith, or we could say, the initial germ or seed of faith. Without that precious gift from our Loving Heavenly FATHER, no-one can experience faith. No-one can have faith in Jesus and accept Him as their Saviour, unless it is given to them from GOD.  When GOD draws someone it would be by giving them that initial seed of faith. Jesus acknowledges that Peters faith came frm the Heavenly FATHER. We have known some very good and sincere people, that could not exercise faith and believe. We recall one particular case, the husband of a sister that used to attend the Nambour class, who has since passed on, commenting that he would like to have faith and believe, but he was not able to. Obviously GOD had not given him that ability. Do we appreciate it enough that our Gracious Heavenly FATHER has chosen us and given us the ability to exercise faith and showered HIS Grace upon us?

We realise of course that GOD does not arbitrarily give us faith in full measure; there is something that we have to do, we must use the ability that we have been given. We must take hold of that small seed of faith that has been planted in us and make it grow. GOD does not take over our mind against our will. We are free to grow strong in faith, we are also free to extinguish that precious seed of faith that we have received. We have many scriptures that show that there are two part to faith, GOD's part and our part. Hebrews chapter 11 is the great faith-chapter; verse1 commences by giving us the definition of faith, the verse reads;

 "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

Instead of substance, the marginal reading in the KJV has "ground or confidence", in other words, if we have developed ample faith, we have confidence  that we will receive the things hoped for. This would not be referring to to all our wants, but perhaps we could apply it to our needs; but we would think that it would apply mainly to the spiritual things hoped for. There should be no doubt in our mind that, if we do our part, our Heavenly FATHER will not fail to do HIS part, that, if worthy, we will receive everything promised to us in the Scriptures. Hebrews 11:6 reads,

 "But without faith  it is  impossible to please him : for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,  and that  he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

GOD is not a rewarder of those that are luke-warm, half-hearted but of those that diligently seek HIM.  This verse shows clearly, that faith in its full sense is something that we have to develop. If it all came from GOD alone, this verse would not make sense. This verse shows firstly, we must believe that GOD is, that is, that HE exists; but we must also believe that HE is a Rewarder of those that diligently seek HIM. It is not enough to just believe that HE exists, many believe that; we must also believe in the Goodness and Faithfulness of GOD. We must believe that every jot and tittle in HIS Sacred Word will be fulfilled to the letter, that every feature of HIS wonderful Divine Plan will come to pass without question. Turning to Ephesians 6:16,

  "Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked".

Above also has the meaning of  "over", overall the shield of faith. The wicked here is a reference to Satan; some translation render it: "the wicked one" or "the evil one". The thought

is, that over everything we have this imporant shield of faith like an umbrella protecting us. If we have a strong unshakable faith, it enables us to cope with the many trials and difficulties that life's experiences bring to us. Our Heavenly FATHER allows these to come upon us for our spiritual good to assist our development as members of GOD's New Creation. Let us turn to 1 Peter 5:8,  

 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,  walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:"

If we have this shield of faith above or overall, our great adversary cannot harm us, we have GOD's protection and HE is Supreme in strength and power.  

                                                                                                                                                             WORKS
Let us now move on to the third part of our study: on works. We will go back again to the passage we looked at earlier in Ephesians chapter 2, reading again verses 8 and 9 to get the context, but this time taking in verse 10,

 "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them".

Here we are very clearly shown the two parts, verses 8 and 9 show our initial salvation and justification having the effect of releasing us from the Adamic death-sentence and granting us a new trial. The Gospel Age is the Church's Judgment Day, the rest of the world still lie under this death-sentence. Shortly they will be released from this sentence and granted a new trial for life, the 1000 year Kingdom Age is their Judgment Day. Many find it hard to understand, why the whole world is not on trial now; they are not on trial now, because they are still under the original death-sentence. This sentence must first be set aside. We could liken them to a man in prison under a death-sentence. If that man is to be granted a new trial, the original death-sentence must first be set aside. That is how it will be for the world at the start of the Millennium, they will be enlightened and accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and obtain a release from the Adamic death-sentence. It is only then that they will be put on trial and judged. The result of that judgment will be in accordance with how they respond to GOD's Grace, shown to them at that time.

Ephesians 2:6 and 9 show plainly that we are justified by GOD's Grace through faith in Jesus Christ, which is totally a free gift, no works involved. Verse 10 shows that after this, works are required. This applies throughout our Christian journey. Jesus is our pattern to copy. He most certainly worked, e.g. let us look at His words in John 9:4,  

  "I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work".

Now let us look again at Titus chapter 3, we read before verses 3-7, showing that we are justified by GOD's Grace, not by works of righteousness which we have done. Now reading the following verse 8,

  "it is  a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men."

The instructions in 2 Timothy 2:15 are helpful,

  "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

We often use this scripture in connection with the Gospel and Millennial Ages. We cannot make  sense of GOD's Word unless we rightly divide and ascertain to which age the text refers to. The same principle applies to grace and works, we must rightly divide; those scriptures applying to our initial justification, when we first accept  Jesus as our Saviour, compared to those that  apply to our Christian journey throughout the whole of our earthly course.

In John chapter 15 Jesus gives the parable of the vine and the branches. If we are to be His disciples, there must be fruitbearing; this is the desired work that brings glory to our Heavenly FATHER. Let us read John 15:8,

  "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples".
Then Colossians 1:10,

"That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;"

If  we are to bear much fruit there must be good works, we  think of our Master's words in Matthew 7:20, 

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them"  

 We have  many scriptures showing the importance of works, firstly 1Corinthians 15:8, 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
Now to 2 Thessalonians 2:17 

"Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work."
If any have doubt that work is required, a reading of the book of James would be helpful.  Let us look at James chapter 2:14,17,20 and 26

verse 14, "What   profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith,  and have not works? can faith save him?"

verse 17, " Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone."
verse 20, "But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?"
verse 26 "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."
We have heard the thought expressed that the Apostle James seems to have a different view to the Apostle Paul on works and grace. The Bible is all GOD's inspired Word, so it cannot contradict itself. We do find a few scriptures in the Sacred Word which on  the surface seem not to harmonise with other scriptures. We would suggest that this is because of our imperfect understanding. Quite frequently the same word or phrase that is used in a particular passage  may have a different significance when it is used elsewhere in the Scriptures. The Apostle Paul knew just as well as the Apostle James the great importance of works in making our calling and election sure. In fact, most of the scriptures we quoted under the, heading of  'Works' were from the pen of this Apostle. Let us look at James; chapter 2:24,   

  "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only".
This is a verse that on the surface seems to be the opposite to many statements of the Apostle Paul that justification is by grace, a totally free gift. As he said: "not of works, lest any man should boast". We would suggest, this is a case where James is using the same word in a different sense. Paul in each case was speaking of our initial justification to life, the justification to life, which gave us life and released us from the Adamic death-sentence. This is the way we normally think of the word 'justification' and this is the way, it is most often used in the Scriptures; but not always. Young's Concordance gives the meaning of the word as 'to make or declare right', that is 'to make us right before GOD'. In the following scriptures the word 'justified' is used, but is not referring to our initial justification; these are: Matthew 11:19; Matt. 12:37; Luke 7:29 and Luke 18:14.

 Let us look at Matt.12:37,

 "For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned".
 We have the illustration of the publican and the Pharisee praying, found in Luke 18:14, Jesus said of the publican,

  "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other:  for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted".

Our initial justification can come in one way only, and that is, faith in Jesus Christ and in His shed blood. Through weakness of our flesh throughout our Christian walk, we do many things that displease  our LORD. We are condemned for these. We also do things and say things that please our LORD. We are justified by these, as the Lord Jesus said: "...by thy words thou shalt be justified...". This is not referring to our initial justification, but to our conduct during our  life. The publican was certainly not justified to life, but he was justified in a comparative sense, compared to the Pharisee. James is not contradicting Paul. We would understand him to be speaking of our conduct during our Christian walk. He is saying that our faith would be dead, that is, worthless, if it did not produce any good work, if nothing resulted from it. James is speaking of the things we do during our life-time, as he says, that we are to assist the destitude or needy. (We have even needy amongst our brethren in Eastern European countries and we think also of African countries.) This is all part of the working out of our salvation, the perfecting of our initial justification and faith. James is speaking in exactly the same way  in connection with the justification of Abraham. Again he is not speaking of his initial justification, but of his conduct and the things he had done during his life-time. We read James 2:20 and 24 before, let us now look at James 2:20-24,   

  "But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.  Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only".

He quotes the case of Abraham offering up Isaac. This was an event that occurred long years after his initial justification. We saw in verse 23  that James is quoting Genesis 15:6. This was when Abraham was originally justified. That was before Isaac was even born. The verse says: ..Abraham believed GOD, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness...", in other words, he was justified, made right with GOD. His faith was imputed to him for righteousness. The Apostle Paul confirmes that this was the time of Abraham's justification. We find the account in Romans 4:1-5, 

"What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

Genesis 22:12 is interesting,

"And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: For now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only  son  from me".

This passage is helpful in understanding the difference between the Apostle James and the Apostle Pauls statements, as we have see Paul says that Abrahams justification was well before Isaac was born, he quotes Genesis 15:6 as showing the time when this occured, whereas James says that his justification was accomplished when he offered up Isaac, as mentioned before, Paul was speaking of his initial justification, and James was speaking of the perfecting of his justification, making it sure, this only occured after he had been tested and tried, exactly the same as with the church.The words for now I know that thou fearest God,   show that GOD  was now satified that Abraham was truly faithful to HIM, his justification was now chrystallised.

These two  great Apostles are both speaking of different things, using the term 'justification' in quite a different sense. Paul speaks of initial justification, purely by faith, no works involved. James speaks of what occurs later, the proving and perfection of our initial faith-justification, keeping it alive by works. As James says'...faith without works is dead". This would be the undertanding being presented by James regarding both, the Church and Abraham.

 Philippians 2:12-13 makes it very clear, that work is involved in connection with our final salvation. The verse reads:,

"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,  but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of  his  good pleasure."

Philipps Modern English renders it in part: "...complete the salvation that GOD has given you..." This is not a literal translation of the Greek, but in view of the many other scriptures we looked at in our study on Grace, it conveys the right thought. We receive the free gift of this salvation right at the start of our Christian journey, but there is work to do, right until the end of our pilgrimage, in order to make that salvation secure, to make sure that we do not loose it again. Just as in 2 Peter 1:10 that we looked at: "...make our calling and election sure...". Philippians 2:13 says that it is GOD that is working in us. As mentioned before, some have mistakenly thought, that there is nothing we have to do, that GOD is doing it all. This verse is not saying, that  GOD is working out our salvation for us, not at all! We must work out our own salvation. GOD will not work in us against our will, but, if we diligently apply ourselves to the task working out our own salvation, GOD will then work in us, to give us all the strength and help we need, to perfect our salvation. We are very weak of ourselves, we could not secure our salvation by our own strength and power; it is only by GOD working in us; however, we must earnestly desire and strive for it.

We have several scriptures referring to our reward that we are to receive. A reward is the total opposite to free grace or a free gift. A reward is something that we receive for work. There can be no reward without works. We often see a poster up in a police station, offering a reward for information leading to the conviction of a criminal. There was something that had to be done in order to receive the reward. A worker's wage at the end of the week is his reward for the work that he has done. We think of our Lord's words in Matthew 10:40-42,

 "He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 

 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward;  and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold  water  only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward."

A cup of cold water is very acceptable on a hot day; our Master's words would also have a deeper meaning. In several places in the Scriptures water pictures the Truth, this cup of cold water is given to 'one of these little ones', that would mean, one of the called ones, a member of the true Church. The cup of cold water could picture the blessings we can bring to our brethren out of that great storehouse of precious gems of Truth, the Sacred Word, refreshment to the weary traveller on the narrow way, Mark 9:41 makes it a little clearer and shows that Jesus is referring to His followers,

  "For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ,

 verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward".
Then our Lord's words in Revelation 22:12

  "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward  is  with me,  to give every man according as his work shall be."

Some have thought that this passage applies just to the world, but by a careful examination of the general testimony of the Scriptures, it would seem that  it could apply to both, the world and the Church. 2 Corinthians 5:10 reads,

  "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;  that every one may receive the things done  in his  body, according to that he hath done, whether it be  good or bad".

The NIV Bible renders it:

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,  that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the boly, whether good or bad".
The word 'reward' is not used here, but the meaning is the same, 'that each one may receive what is due to him'. The Lord Jesus gives the same illustration in the parable of the nobleman in Luke 19:12-27, reading verses 12-13,

 " He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, 

and said unto them, Occupy till I come".

Then in verses 16-19 the returned Lord rewards His servants according to their works, according to what use they had made of the talents, the abilities their Lord had given them.

Luke19:16-19,

  "Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities."
Revelation 11:18 would be speaking of the same time period again, when our returned Lord hands out the rewards,       

  "And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints,  and them that fear thy name, small and great;  and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth."

This verse is very comprehensive; we see that 'the rewards go to the prophets, the saints and to them that fear THY Name, small and great'. So we see three different classes are spoken of in this verse, which receive a reward. How well this harmonizes with our Master's words that we looked at in Revelation 22:12,

  "And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me,  to give every man according as his work shall be."
We see again, just as in Revelation 11:18 our Lord's words are very comprehensive, 'to give every man according as his works shall be'. 

1 Corinthians chapter 3 is a very interesting and enlightening chapter, bringing out well the work aspect. We will first look at at 1 Corinthians 3:6-15,   

"I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing,  neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. According to the grace of God, which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire".

Let us just examine the main points regarding works; verse 8 shows that the reward is very much an individual matter. We do not all receive the same reward, as the verse says: "...every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour". This harmonizes with the parable of the nobleman, who hands out different rewards according to the works. Verse 14 says,: 

   "If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward".

This verse is telling us that it is only those, who have performed acceptable works that will receive a reward. Verse 15 says:

 "If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

One does not burn anything that is of value, so these have performed works that are totally worthless in GOD's Sight; therefore those that fall into this category will receive no reward at all. 

Verse 14 makes it clear that it is only those, whose works are not burned, that will receive a reward. We can rejoice that by the Grace and Mercy of our Loving Heavenly FATHER that these, whose works are burned are themselves saved, they will receive everlasting life. Looking at it from our point of view, we might think that just to receive eternal life was a wonderful reward in itself, but obviously GOD looks at it differently; HE must view the life that they receive as a free gift, because these have done no works to earn it; their works have all been burned up. These are saved by fire, that is, they are going to have difficult experiences in their lives, fiery trials; these would be for their own benefit to humble them and bring them to a right heart-condition  Fire also pictures GOD's Word the Truth. These have most likely had many errors in their understanding. They have now been brought to a correct appreciation of the precious Truth. Jeremiah 5:14 is a helpful passage regarding fire the verse reads,

"Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them".

 As we have seen, those whose works are burned up, receive no reward; but there are also those that receive a partial reward. Let us turn to 2John 8,

"Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought,  but that we receive a full reward".

This verse urges us to take care that we do not lose anything, so that we might receive a full reward, implying that there is a possibility to receive a lesser reward. This would seem also to be shown in 1 

Corinthians chapter 3 that we have been looking at, firstly, these have all build on the true and correct foundation, the solid foundation of Jesus Christ, the one and only foundation that will ensure eternal life. None of these have moved off this foundation, therefore they are all saved. Even those who have performed no acceptable works. We see that in building on this foundation six different materials are  used: Gold, silver, precious stones also wood, hay and stubble, these first three are all materials that cannot be burned. Those that build in gold could be those that receive a full reward, while those that build in silver and precious stones, those that receive lesser rewards. Those that build in wood, hay and stubble receive no reward. As the scripture says, these are to suffer loss. We could ask the question: "what are they going to lose?" The Scriptures do not answer the question, so we would not take a dogmatic view, but rather give a suggestion. Let us turn to 2 Peter 1:4,

  "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."
This could be the loss that these are going to incur, the loss of the great privilege of being partakers of the Divine nature, the joint heirship with Christ, loss of their kingly crown, reigning with Him, sitting in His Throne. In verse 10 of the same chapter Peter says: "...give diligence to make your calling and election sure..." These have not given sufficient diligence to confirm their election, these have been 'running in the race' as Paul terms our Christian journey in 1Corinthians 9:24,

  "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all,  but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain."

These have not been winners in the race; therefore they have failed to obtain the glorious price as mentioned in Philippians 3:14,

  "I press toward the mark for the prize of  the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
What did our Master say in Matthew 22:14?

 "For many are called, but few  are  chosen".

The word 'chosen' here is from the same Greek word which is translated 'election' in 2 Peter 1:10, where Peter says: "...give diligence to make your calling and election sure...".

SUMMARY:

Just before closing, let us sum up what we have seen. Firstly, we are made right before GOD, we are justified and released from the Adamic death-sentence, our past sins are forgiven, we are saved, passed from death unto life. None of this can be accomplished by works of any kind. There is one way and one way only that it can be accomplished, and that is by accepting our Heavenly FATHER's Gracious free gift, that gift is the Life of HIS only-begotten Son. By faith

we believe that His death paid the full penalty in our stead. There is no other way, as we see in Acts 4:12, 

"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name  under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."

We now have salvation. We recognize that this is just the starting-point of our Christian journey. Our salvation is provisional, we still have to secure it, we still have to make it sure, and that is a life times

work. But we are not left on our own to accomplish it; we will have all the help we need from our Heavenly FATHER and our Saviour. As we saw, GOD is working in us, that would be through HIS Holy Spirit and our Loving elder Brother, the Lord Jesus is always standing by, ready to help. He is our Advocat, our Comforter, as the word also means. We have looked at many scriptures,  showing our initial salvation at the start of our Christian journey. Let us just look at three scriptures, showing our absolute salvation at the close of our Christian journey, no longer provisional.These are our Master's words: Matthew 24:13,

  "But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved".

and Revelations 3:21,

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne."

Now let us turn to Revelations 2:10,
 "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast  some  of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have  tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life".

Let us look at the words of our Apostle Paul when he was still running in the Christian race, contrasted with the time when he came to the end of his course, we previously read 1 Corinthians 9:24, now let us read verses 24-27,

 "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all,  but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they  do it  to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:  But I keep under my body, and bring  it  into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."

Now to 2 Timothy 4:7-8, 
 "I have fought a good fight, I have finished  my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."
Even the great Apostle Paul realised, that there was the possibility that he could be be rejected, if he was not dilligent in running the race that was set before him. What a difference when he came to journeys end, it seems that GOD must have given him the assurance that he had been successful in the race.
As a concluding passage of  scripture let us look at the lovely words found in 1 Peter 1:3-7 and 13,
 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ" "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ"

What a privilege we have been granted. We have been called and also chosen or elected and given the opportunity to run in the race. We are still just all runners in the race, pressing towards the mark, the finishing line. For some of us our earthly course is nearing its end, the finishing line is very near. For others it is still a long way off. Will we be amongst the winners? Will we obtain that magnificent price of the High Calling? Only the LORD knows. For each of us, with our Masters help we must run the race to the best of our ability. We know that the winners are to be but few in number, just a little flock. We have complete faith in our Heavenly FATHER, in HIS Justice and Fairness and in HIS final decision. We know that whatever position we receive, it will be exactly what we deserve and where we are best suited to serve. We know that our Gracious Heavenly FATHER and our Loving Saviour will faithfully do their part, so let us be faithful in doing our part, in running the race in a manner that will be pleasing in their Sight.

Amen

Address by Greig Tosh
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