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COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN

Parts 1 and 2
Nambour Convention 2007 and 2008
In our study today we are going to look into some of the features of our Lord’s 2nd Advent. Much has been written on this topic. It is surely a subject of absorbing interest to all of the true footstep-followers of the Master. No biblical doctrine could be clearer, than the 2nd coming of our Lord. We find so many scriptures to support our understanding. Christians of all persuasions agree that our Saviour is to return to planet Earth, Jesus said so Himself. As to when He comes, the manner of His return and the purpose of His coming again, and just what He is going to do when He comes, that is a very different matter. Many are very hazy on these details; the most of you understand these things well; so we will not spend time on these aspects.
Many of us believe that our Lord has already returned some time ago and we are now living in, what the Scriptures term ‘the days of the Son of Man’, the time of His invisible Presence. We understand that our Lord’s Presence will continue until He hands the Kingdom back to His FATHER after the Millennium is over. But the invisible years of His Presence will come to an end before the start of the Millennium and He will be revealed to the world, the time we refer to as His “apokalupsis”. Today we want to look into ‘the coming with clouds aspect’ of His Presence. This is the time of His revealment to the world. We have many different scriptures that refer to the coming of our Lord. While they each use the term ‘coming’ they refer to different time periods. We could look at them as various events that occur during the time of His Presence. At the start of His invisible Presence He comes as a thief, quite unknown to the world in general.
This is a very deep subject, where different views can be taken, so it is not being presented in a dogmatic way, but rather as thoughts and suggestions for your consideration and study. 

 Let us now look at a scripture, which shows the time of His revealment, when He comes in clouds, namely, Matt. 24: 29-30,
 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be

darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall

fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and

then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the

Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory.”
This verse is obviously speaking of that future time when His invisible Presence comes to an end, the time when He is revealed to the world, to ‘all the tribes of the earth’ as the verse puts it.
How are we to understand the signs in the sun, moon and stars? Are we meant to take them symbolically or literal? Bible Students general emphasize the symbolic meaning, While many Christians see only a literal fulfillment. Some take the thought of a literal fulfillment to extremes; they expect to see the returned Saviour floating down to earth through the clouds in a fleshly body. We would not expect that type of fulfillment, but it seems reasonable regarding the sun, moon and stars that there could very well be both, a literal and symbolic fulfillment. There was a case of falling stars towards the end of the 18th century and the darkening of the sun in certain areas. These have been taken as literal signs. Perhaps these could have been very early signs heralding the ‘time of the end’, which could have commenced at 1799. We are suggesting that there could be further signs, following the Great Tribulation as mentioned in Matthew and Joel, perhaps of a more wide-spread nature. There were signs at the time of our Saviour’s crucifixion, the sun was darkened and there was a great earthquake. If there were literal signs at that time, we could expect them immediately after the Tribulation, as the activities of that time could be the cause of the signs; especially, we think of the statement that the moon is to be turned to blood. Have we not seen the moon take on a red colour similar to blood, owing to certain atmospheric conditions, due perhaps to dust etc. in the atmosphere. If this age should close with a number of atomic explosions, this could well bring about these conditions. Some have also predicted the possibility of a meteorite striking planet Earth shortly before the time when we expect the Kingdom to be established. The effect of this could certainly cause the reddening of the sun and other phenomena. These are some thoughts to keep in mind. This would also support the Matthew account, which says that the signs are to occur after the Tribulation, as it would have to be, if the things that take place during the Tribulation is the cause of the signs. 

Sometimes we can clearly see the figurative signs of a passage, and that obscures the fact, that there is also a literal fulfillment, or, sometimes the opposite; we see only the literal and not the symbolic meaning. If we take a balanced view of this passage, we can see that it is  reasonable to conclude, that there is both a symbolic and literal fulfillment  involved. 
 We think of the time of our Lord’s departure from the earth, after His 1st Advent. We find the account in Acts 1:9-11

 “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was

taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,

behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven

 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into

heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven

 as shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
We note particularly that a cloud received Him out of their sight. So, He left with clouds and He returns with clouds. The angel said that He was to return in like manner. Could this cloud that received Him typify that He was to return in the same manner, with clouds. He left with a literal cloud, He returns with symbolic clouds and ‘every eye will see Him’. Jesus said before He departed in John 14:19,
 “Yet a little while, and the world seeth
 me no more; but ye see  me: because I

live, ye shall live also”.
On resurrection morning the true followers of the Master will awake in His likeness; therefore they will see Him in His glorious spiritual body, as the Apostle John said in 1 John 3: 1-2

But the world will not see Him again by literal sight, but they would discern His Presence by the eyes of their understanding being enlightened. The Apostle Paul uses this term, only in a different context in Eph. 1:18

 “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may

know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the

glory of his inheritance in the saints,”
Matthew 24:29 has always been a difficult verse to understand. Perhaps the difficulty has mainly been, in that we have been trying to modify this verse in order to bring it in line with our own thinking, instead of accepting the verse as it is, and modifying our thinking. The problem has been verse 29 which refers to the darkening of sun and moon, the stars falling, the powers of heaven shaken as taking place after the Tribulation. The usual understanding has been, that these things would take place prior to the Great Tribulation, not after. Back at the end of the 19th century it was thought that these events were already commencing to take place.
It was thought that ‘after the Tribulation’ meant, ‘after the 1260 years of papacy’s persecution of the true Church which ended in 1799.’ Looking at it from the vantage point of 2007, it does not seem to fit very well. We note that it is immediately after the Tribulation that would mean the start of the 19th century. Could we say that these things occurred then? Was it not too early? The darkening of the sun means the dimming and obscuring of the Gospel light. With regard to the moon, just as the literal moon is a reflection of the sun that was to rise the next day, just so the symbolic moon would mean the reflection of the types and shadows of the Law dispensation, which were a reflection of  the Gospel Age realities, which were to follow the next day, as it were. The stars falling from heaven, meaning the religious teachers and leaders falling from the true faith, coming down more to earthly things.
In many respects the 19th century was the opposite to the darkening of the sun etc. It was the time when so many Biblical commentaries were written, the concordances were prepared as well as Bible dictionaries. It was the time when many Bible societies were established, the Bible was translated into many different languages and the Gospel message was widely distributed throughout the world. It was the time of the great increase of knowledge on both spiritual and temporal matters. It was the time of many great revival meetings throughout the world. Along with the great increase in light in the 19th century, there was a commencement of darkening in certain quarters. Towards the end of that century Br. Russell’s ministry commenced, exposing the errors of Christendom and bringing to light GOD’S glorious Divine Plan, encompassing all of Adam’s family.
 It would seem that this verse in Matthew’s Gospel is speaking of a far greater darkening of the Gospel light that anything we have experienced up to the present time, a “gross darkness” as mentioned in Isaiah 60:1-2

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory
 of Jehovah is risen upon thee.

For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and
 gross darkness the peoples; but

Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be
 seen upon thee”.

These verses would seem to be speaking about a slightly different aspect of the same time that is referred to in the Matthew account. Verse 2 says: ‘HIS Glory shall be seen upon thee’, very similar to Matt. 24:29 where our Lord is seen coming in power and great Glory. This is a very general statement, whereas the Isaiah passage is speaking specifically that the Glory of the LORD is to be seen upon Israel. This of course is in keeping with other passages, which show that the blessings of the New Age will commence with them.
In the past we expressed the thought that ‘after the Tribulation’ could mean ‘during the Tribulation.’ The word ‘after’ is a translation of the Greek word “meta” which means ‘after’ and also ‘with.’ It is translated ‘with’ 346 times and ‘after’ 95 times, as well as other ways. In looking at the subject more closely, we see that there are 2 different forms of the word “meta” genitive and accusative form. We note that in every case where the word is rendered ‘with’ the Greek is in the genitive. And in every case where it is rendered ‘after’ the Greek is in the accusative. In view of this, it would seem that in the Matthew passage, it would have to be rendered ‘after’ as in this case the Greek word “meta” is in the accusative form.   
The Matthew passage says that the powers of heaven will be shaken, that is, the ecclesiastical powers. That is not really the case at the present time to any great extent, at least not to the extent that we would expect when Matt. 24:29 has its fulfillment; in fact the Roman Catholic Church seems to be greatly increasing its influence and authority among the nations. They claim to now have more than 1 billion members world-wide. When the final end of this age comes, there will still be a false religious system operating, as we see by Rev. 19:20,

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false
 prophet that wrought the signs in

his sight, wherewith he deceived them that had
 received the mark of the beast and them that

worshipped his image: they two were cast alive
 into the lake of fire that burneth with brimstone:”

There is only one religious system mentioned here, that is, the false prophet. This could be the combination of all the various mainline churches into a One-World-Church. We also note that it is cast alive into the lake of fire, showing that it still has life, meaning, that it is still active and operating right up to the very end. This could suggest that its final destruction will be quite sudden, while it is still functioning. In the Matthew account the powers of heaven are only shaken, but in Rev.19:20 they are totally and permanently destroyed, so the Revelation account in time sequence would take place shortly after the Matthew account.

We find a similar passage that ties in with Matt.24: 29-30 in Joel 2:30-32,

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:
 blood, and fire, and pillars of

smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
 blood, before the great and

terrible day of Jehovah cometh.

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
 name of Jehovah shall be

delivered; for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall
 be those that escape, as Jehovah hath said,

and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call”.

This is part of the prophecy that commenced to have its fulfillment at Pentecost. Joel is saying that the sun will be darkened etc. before the terrible Day of  the LORD . If the terrible day is a reference to the Great Tribulation, then this verse would be saying the opposite to the passage in Matt. 24:29-30 which says that the events are to occur after the Tribulation. But there could be quite a different meaning here; the word ‘terrible ’is a rendering of the Hebrew word ‘yare.’ Young’s Concordance gives the meaning as ‘to be feared’ and also ‘reverenced.’

The Apostle Peter quotes this passage in Acts 2:20 

“The sun shall be turned into darkness,
 And the moon into blood, Before the day of the

Lord come, That great and notable [day].”

It is translated ‘notable’ here in Acts, so there is no suggestion that it is a terrible or frightening day. ‘Notable’ is a translation of the Greek word ‘epiphanes.’ The word means ‘very manifest’ according to Young’s Concordance. If the correct meaning in Joel had been ‘terrible ’and ‘frightening ’surely Peter would have used a different word here. It is interesting to note, that this is the only place in the Bible where this word ‘epiphanes’ is used. We note how closely it resembles ‘epiphania,’ the word we frequently study in connection with our Lord’s appearing or manifestation. As the word has the meaning of ‘very manifest,’could that be the understanding here? If so, it is not saying in Joel that the darkening of the sun etc. is to take place before the Great Tribulation, but rather, before the manifest Day of the Lord; the same as in Matthew, where we are told that every eye will see Him in other words He is made manifest. The New American Standard Bible renders it,                        

“…the great and awesome day of the LORD…”
 We find an interesting rendering in the Septuagint of  Joel 2: 30-32,
“And I will shew wonders in heaven, and upon the earth, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of

the Lord come.

And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved: for in

mount Sion and in Jerusalem shall the saved one be as the Lord has said, and they that have glad

tidings preached to them, whom the Lord has called.”      Septuagint rendering

With this thought in mind, let us look again at Joel’s prophecy, Joel 2:28,29 tells us that GOD’S Spirit is to be poured out upon all flesh. The Apostle Peter quotes this passage and applies it to Pentecost. We would understand him to be saying that this prophecy was now commencing to be fulfilled. The pouring out of the Spirit would continue throughout the whole Gospel Age with regard to the called-out Church and through the Millennial Age. As mankind hear the voice of the Son of Man and are brought back from the grave, these will be given the opportunity to live forever on the restored earth. 

Then the last three verses of the chapter, that is verses 30-32 appear to be speaking of events that are to occur at the end of the Gospel Age, with verse 32 referring to the Millennial Age, so that the sequence of events could be verse 30, referring to the Great Tribulation. This verse reads,

“And I will show wonders in the heavens
 and in the earth: blood, and fire,
 and pillars of Smoke”
The Comment book says regarding pillars of smoke: ‘are rising from battlefields…’the battlefields of the future at the close of this age will be very different from the battlefields of about a 100 years ago, when these comments were penned. The future battlefields will be so destructive that no flesh would be saved, unless there was intervention to stop the killing. This could well refer to atomic warfare. Pillars of smoke would be a very good way of describing the mushroom-cloud produced by an atomic explosion. Blood, fire, pillars of smoke could well describe in just these 3 words the Great Tribulation that is to close this age. In the next verse we have the darkening of the sun, just as in the Matthew account. It would then come after the Tribulation of those days, followed by the very manifest Day, when our Lord is revealed and every eye shall see Him. Verse 32 speaks of something that is to come to pass; this would be, after the Time of Trouble is over. It has been suggested that it refers to the Millennium. Now salvation is being offered to all, whosoever will. Not just to the called-out ones of the present time. This manifest and notable Day of LORD could refer to the whole of the Kingdom Age, not just to the time of His revealment to the world.

The next chapter of Joel chapter 3 also refers to events that are to occur at the end of the Gospel  Age, extending into the Kingdom Age. Again the time-sequence could be the same. Let us look at Joel 3:9-18,
“Proclaim ye this among the nations; prepare war; stir up the mighty men; let all the men of

war draw near, let them come up.

Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning-hooks into spears: let the weak say,

I am strong.

Haste ye, and come, all ye nations round about, and gather yourselves together: thither

cause thy mighty ones to come down, O Jehovah.

Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the valley of  Jehoshaphat; for there will

I sit to judge all the nations round about.

Put ye in the sickle; for the harvest is ripe: come, tread ye; for the winepress is full, the

vats overflow; for their wickedness is great.

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! for the day of Jehovah is near in the

valley of decision.

The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.

And Jehovah will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens

and the earth shall shake: but Jehovah will be a refuge unto his people, and a stronghold to the

children of Israel.

So shall ye know that I am Jehovah your God, dwelling in Zion my holy mountain: then
shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down sweet wine, and

the hills shall flow with milk, and all the brooks of Judah shall flow with waters; and a fountain

shall come forth from the house of Jehovah, and shall water the valley of Shittim”.

Verses 9-14 is speaking of the Great Tribulation, followed by the darkening of the sun etc. in verse 15. Then the Kingdom Age is described in the verses that follow. Verse 16 is very significant,
And Jehovah will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; 
 This verse lines up so beautifully with the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 11:25-26,
“For I would not, brethren, have you ignorant of this mystery, lest ye be wise in your

own conceits, that a hardening in part hath befallen Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come

in; and so all Israel shall be saved: even as it is written, There shall come out of Zion

the Deliverer; He shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:

And this is my covenant unto them, When I shall take away their sins.”
This is the time when the Church is complete and the Deliverer comes out of Zion, the spiritual phase of the Kingdom. This verse 16 in Joel also lines up well with Isaiah 2:2-3,
“And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's house shall be

established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall

flow unto it.

And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of

Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his

paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem”.

It is showing us how the work and teaching of the Kingdom Age will be carried out: “..the LORD  will…utter HIS Voice from Jerusalem.” This is just another way of saying “…the Word of the LORD from  Jerusalem” as in the Isaiah text. The Ancient Worthies, which have now been brought back from the tomb will be operating in Jerusalem and will be the channel to relay the instructions that originate from Zion, the spiritual phase of the Kingdom. The world will ‘hear’ the Voice of the LORD, as it were, coming from Jerusalem. 
We are specifically told in a number scriptures that Christ Jesus comes in clouds, we would not have been told this, if they were not symbolic and were intended to convey a message to us. The general understanding is, that they symbolize the Great Time of Trouble that is to close this age. If we have the correct understanding, the verse that we are looking at in Matt. 24:30 would apply just at the end of the severe phase of the Tribulation, never-the-less He still comes with ‘the clouds of tribulation’ in that it is the Tribulation that reveals Him at least in part. Also we would expect the world to be in great turmoil at that time, a very unhappy situation would exist, it would indeed be a time of clouds. Now to Luke 17:29-30,
 “But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and

brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.

 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed”
Here we have fire and brimstone, symbolic again of the Great Tribulation. The passage tells us that this is going to occur ‘in the day when the Son of Man is to be revealed’ (‘apocalypto,’ meaning ‘the uncovering of something that has been previously hidden’). “Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed,” this could mean immediately after the Tribulation, just as in the Matthew passage. The wording of the Luke passage suggests that it is speaking about the absolute final and severe phase of the Great Tribulation, linking in with our Lord’s words in Matt. 24:20-22,
“And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter,
 neither on a sabbath:
for then shall be great tribulation, such as hat
h not been from the beginning of the

world until now, no, nor ever shall be.
And except those days had been shortened,
 no flesh would have been saved: but

for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened”.
 The Luke passage, links in well with our Matthew passage, only using different words. The same event is spoken  of again in Matt. 24: 37-39, 
“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of

man be.

For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe

entered into the ark,

And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so

shall also the coming(Greek parousia, presence) of the Son of man be.”
We note that little word ‘until’ ‘knew not until the flood came and took them all away. The people of Noah’s day were quite unaware of the impending disaster, they went about carrying on the normal daily activities as usual. It was only when the deluge came that they knew and as the passage says; ‘so shall also the Presence of the Son of Man be.’ The great flood of Noah’s day is again symbolic of the coming Great Tribulation, Armageddon. When the flood came they knew. When its anti-type comes, (that is the Great Tribulation) the whole world will know, they will discern the Hand of the LORD in the devastating events that are taking place, they will recognize that GOD’S appointed King, the Lord Jesus Christ is present. We are all very familiar with these verses, but perhaps we have not noticed particularly how very harmonious they are, each one clearly supports the understanding that our Lord’s Presence will not be revealed before the Great Tribulation, but will be at the time of the Tribulation or immediately after. It would seem by the Matthew passage that the enlightening to the world regarding our Lord’s Presence will take place as soon as the final devastating phase of the Tribulation is over.
We can readily appreciate that clouds would illustrate something that is not so pleasant, as we use clouds in a similar way today. But we find another verse which shows us that we need to modify our understanding of clouds. Let us turn to Mark 14:61-62  which is speaking of Jesus,
“But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest

asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the

Blessed?

And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the

right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven”.
How are we to apply this verse? The high priest is not going to be on the scene at the close of the Gospel Age when the Great Tribulation is in progress. He will not be raised until the Kingdom Age. If we have the right understanding, during the Millennium mankind will come forth from the grave in the reverse order: the last to die will be the first to return. This would seem to be the most reasonable way to do it. If this is the case, it could be quite some time into the Kingdom Age before those that were living at the time of our Lord’s 1st Advent will be brought forth from the prison-house of death. 
In view of this the clouds here cannot picture the Great Tribulation. Clouds would have to picture something else here. If they were not still typical, we would not be told again that He comes with clouds. So the clouds must picture a work or activity of Christ that is going to continue throughout the Kingdom Age.
 Let us think again about Matt. 24:29-30, as to what is the purpose of this Great Tribulation? It is to humble man, so that when he returns from the grave, he will be in a better condition to profit from the Favour that will be shown to him at that time. It will also be a benefit to those of past ages. When they are brought back from the grave they will be told of the devastating events at the close of the Gospel Age, they will then be able to more fully appreciate the terrible end results of sin and evil, all stemming from disobedience to their CREATOR.
 Is this coming Great Tribulation from GOD, or from Satan and the evil spirits, or from man himself?  In one sense of course all things are from GOD, HE is Supreme. HE has the power to allow things to happen, or prevent them from happening. HE allows this Great Tribulation which is Armageddon to take place for a wise purpose, HE can see the results it will produce very much better than we can, but we can discern that the harder the lesson the greater the benefits. Our Heavenly FATHER’S whole plan is designed with the purpose in mind of bringing eternal salvation to the maximum number of the human family possible. GOD allows this Tribulation, but that does not mean that it comes directly from HIM. We are shown where it comes from in Rev.16:13-14,
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty”

GOD does not allow Satan and his evil spirits to take over man against his will, there must be compliance on the part of man, so he is also involved. 
What other term could we use for this Great Tribulation? Is it not GOD’S Judgment, (not the judgment of individuals; that will not commence until the Kingdom Age);  this is a judgment on this unrighteous system of things, social, religious and political etc., all under Satan’s influence. Also, it is something that in GOD’S Sight is going to square the account for the evil deeds committed in the world during the time of the Gospel Age, so that the next age will start of with ‘a clean slate’ as it were  so far as the collective evil is concerned. Just as in the devastation that came upon Jerusalem in 70A.D. As our Lord said in Matt. 23:34-36,
 “Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and

scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of

them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from

city to city:

That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the

earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias

son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.

Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this

generation.”
But there will still be a retribution and punishment on individuals, who have willfully committed gross evil deeds that are not just caused by the inherited Adamic weakness, brought about by the fall, as we see by 2 Pet. 2:9,
 “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and

to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:”
The Greek word rendered punished also has the meaning of restrained, the word also means cut off, this would apply to the second death. Which is the correct rendering of the Greek word in this passage? We would suggest that as this word has all three meanings, that all are applicable, if we think about it, we can see that all three are most appropriate as to which word would apply to a certain individual, this would depend on just how they reacted to the Favour that was shown to them by GOD at that time.

 Firstly, the word means punished, all willful sinners are to be punished.

Secondly, the word means restrained, most certainly, all evil will be restrained during the Kingdom Age.     
Thirdly, the word means cut off, this would apply to all those who are incorrigible and refuse to obey, the class referred to in Isaiah 26:10,

“Let favor be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn

righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and

will not behold the majesty of the LORD.”

And 1 Tim. 5:24,
“Some men’s sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment;

and some men they follow after.”
That means, some men will receive retribution while in this life, with others it will not be until the next, during the world’s Judgment Day. 
All GOD’S corrections and punishments are administered in love. While they are a punishment for evil committed, they are designed specifically to bring the individual to repentance and reform their character, that they might be worthy of everlasting life on the New Earth at the close of the Millennium.

We have a very nice passage found in Exodus 34: 5-7,

“And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there,

and proclaimed the name of the LORD.                                                                                            And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD,

The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and

abundant in goodness and truth,

 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression

and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the

iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s

children, unto the third and to the fourth generation”.
This surely makes the position very clear as verse 7 says, GOD will forgive: 1 iniquity, 2 transgression 3 sins. This makes it very comprehensives. We find that this theme of our Heavenly FATHER Love, Mercy, Long-suffering and Gracious Forgiveness runs through the whole Bible. But there must be correction and due punishment, as well as a GOD of Mercy, HE is also a GOD of Justice. It surely would not be just to allow the terrible crimes that have been committed willfully to go totally unpunished. The Interlinear Bible (Masoretic Text) renders it: “…and not leaving entirely unpunished…”
In the coming Age the true loving Character of our Great CREATOR will be made clearly known to all mankind. In our Saviour when He walked the earth we see the true reflection of our FATHER. Just as the Lord Jesus said: “he that has seen Me, has seen the FATHER.” 

So then basically this Great Tribulation is GOD’S Judgment. In the Comment book, commenting on the sign of the Son of man in heaven, the comment is made “Primary sign of Christ’s righteous judgments upon the ecclesiastical systems.”
So would not then the basic symbolism of the clouds be judgment? If this is correct, we have no trouble in understanding what is meant by ‘the high priest, seeing our Lord coming in the clouds of heaven,’ it is the Judgment Day. The Judgments of Heaven are in progress, the high priest is going to understand this, and he is going to be taught that the Lord Jesus is present and judging the people. We would take the word ‘coming’ the same way as we did in the other places where it occurs, picturing various events that are to take place during the time of our Lord’s Presence. This verse is not speaking about anyone else, it is a personal message to the high priest, he is the one that is going to see the Son of  Man coming  in the clouds of heaven and sitting on the right hand of Power. The high priest is going to see these things in the sense that he going to be made aware of them, he is going to be taught that it is the Judgment Day and that the Lord Jesus holds the chief position of favour ‘sitting at the Right Hand of GOD,’ holding the supreme position of power in the whole universe, no-one greater than Him, except the Almighty GOD. The ONE that bestowed that position on Him, as Jesus said in Matt. 28:18,
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given

unto me in heaven and in earth.”
It will surely come as a great shock to the high priest to learn that the very One they rejected and treated so ruthlessly and crucified in their envy, now holds this great position, they will then realize  that they are entirely dependent on Him for their ‘very breath of life’. Let us look at  Isa. 52:15
 “so shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which

had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they understand”.
“Thus shall many nations wonder at him; and kings shall keep their mouths shut: for they to whom no report was brought concerning him, shall see; and they who have not heard, shall consider.”                                                  
                                                                                             Septuagint rendering
The NWT renders it ‘startle many nations,’ others say ‘astonish many nations.’ 
It is going to come as a great surprise to the world leaders when they understand GOD’S Plan, so different to all that is taught by the many different heathen religions, including the Heaven or Hell doctrine of Christendom. This verse is speaking of the work of our Saviour in the Kingdom Age. The word kings here would simply mean the leaders or rulers of the nations. We would suggest that the same thing could apply to high priests also. 
This would include earthly leaders who have lived during many different ages, these would frequently be men of exceptional talent and ability, at least some of these would be men of noble character, who have done the best that they could for those under their control. We can see how these could be used in the great work of the coming Age.
GOD’S chosen people, the sons Israel are going to be brought to the understanding of just what they have done to their Messiah, the one that they had been looking for and expecting as Zech. 12:10 says,
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants

of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall

look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for

him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for

him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”
The verses that follow show the great mourning that is to take place in Jerusalem at that day, showing that there will be true repentance for what they have done. The high priest is, as it were, going to see the Lord Jesus coming to him personally for his judging. All this would not just apply to the high priest. Each one, when they are brought back from their grave will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven and sitting on the right Hand of Power, coming personally to them for their individual judgment.
Who is to do the judging? The Almighty GOD is the overall Supreme Judge. We have many Old Testament scriptures that depict HIM in that role, e.g. Psalm 9:7-9,
“But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne

for judgment.

And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister

judgment to the people in uprightness.

The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in

times of trouble.”
But HE does not personally do the judging, that is done by the Judge HE has appointed, the Lord Jesus, just as we see in John 5:22 and 27,
“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment

unto the Son”
“And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he

is the Son of man”.

The matter is summed up very well in Romans 2:16,
 “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ

according to my gospel.”
Jesus will of course have plenty of helpers in the judging work; as we well know, the Church is to assist in this great work as we see in 1Cor. 6:2-3,
“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the

world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest

matters?

Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things

that pertain to this life?’
And then we have Isa. 1:26,
“And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as

at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of

righteousness, the faithful city”

This could be a reference to the Ancient Worthies, who will also have a part in ministering judgment in the Great 1000-year Judgment Day. 

We note that the Son of Man is ‘sitting’ at the right Hand of Power and at the same time ‘coming’ in the clouds of heaven. Let us now look at Psalm 110:1-5, 
“Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, Until I make thine enemies

thy footstool.

Jehovah will send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: Rule thou in the midst of

thine enemies.

Thy people offer themselves willingly In the day of thy power, in holy array: Out of

the womb of the morning Thou hast the dew of thy youth.

Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repent: Thou art a priest for ever After the order of

Melchizedek.

The Lord at thy right hand Will strike through kings in the day of his wrath”.
We know that this verse has caused a problem for some, who have taken it literally, they thought that Jesus was to remain stationed in heaven, sitting at GOD’S Right Hand until GOD made His enemies His footstool and only after that was He to come to earth and commence His Kingdom Reign. Such a thought would be contrary to other scriptures, e.g. 1 Cor. 15:24-28,

“Then [cometh] the end, when he shall deliver 
up the kingdom to God, even

the Father; when he shall have abolished all 
rule and all authority and power.

For he must reign, till he hath put all his
 enemies under his feet.

The last enemy that shall be abolished is death. 
For, He put all things in subjection under his feet.
 But when he saith, All

things are put in subjection, it is evident that he
 is excepted who did subject all things unto him.
 And when all things have been subjected unto him,
 then shall the Son also

himself be subjected to him that did subject all
 things unto him, that God may be all in all.”

Psalms 110 does say that it is GOD that is going to make Christ’s enemies His footstool; the thought is that everything is from GOD. HE was the Architect for the whole Plan. It is by HIS Authority and Power which HE invested in HIS Beloved Son, that the Millennial Age work of subduing the enemies is carried out. The Millennial Age Kingdom is HIS Kingdom. HE has set HIS Son in authority over the Kingdom to reign for HIM on HIS behalf; this is brought out in Psalm 2:6,

“Yet I have set my king Upon my holy hill of Zion.”
 The marginal  reading says: “or, Anointed.” It was always the practice to anoint  both the kings and the priests of Israel to inaugurate them into office
 Let us look at Isa. 52:7

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
 of him that bringeth good tidings, that

publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good,
 that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion,

Thy God reigneth!”

Here GOD is said to be the ONE reigning. Let us turn to verse 10 of the same chapter,
“Jehovah hath made bare his holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of

the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Here we are shown the One that GOD is reigning through, the Lord Jesus, described here under the symbolism of HIS Holy Arm. We notice again that this verse is speaking about the time of our Lord’s revealement, as it says ”in the eyes of all nations” 
Sitting at GOD’S Right Hand pictures the chief position of Favour that His FATHER has bestowed upon Him. When He returns to earth, He still holds this exalted position. So, while He is reigning on earth, He is still figuratively ‘sitting at GOD’S Right Hand.’ Just as the high priest is going to see Him ‘coming in the clouds of heaven’ and  at the same time ‘sitting at the Right Hand of Power.’ We could take an illustration from Queen Elizabeth, she recently made a trip to Australia, but she was still sitting on the British throne. No matter where she travels in the world she is still sitting on the throne. Another verse of interest is Rev. 1:7, 

 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and

they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail

because of him. Even so, Amen”.

Here we have a further verse that cannot have its fulfillment until well into the Millennium. It will not be until those that pierced Him are brought back from the prison-house of death that it will be fulfilled.

The term ‘those that pierced Him’ would not just mean literally those that drove in the nails, but rather to all those that were responsible for His death.

Let us now turn to Psalm 97: 1-6, 
“The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles
be glad thereof.
 Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and

judgment are the habitation of his throne.

A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.

His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the

presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his

Glory”.
Verse 1 says: “JEHOVAH reigns,” HE reigns through HIS appointed King, the Lord Jesus. We again have clouds shown here The marginal reading of verse 2 says: ‘judgments are the establishment of His Throne.’ Verse 3 ‘fire burneth up HIS enemies,’ this symbolic fire will destroy all GOD’S enemies. Most will be destroyed by the ‘fire of HIS Word’ as in Jer. 23:29,
 “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer

that breaketh the rock in pieces?”
They are destroyed as HIS enemies by becoming HIS friends. In the next age they will come to understand from HIS Word that HE has a glorious Divine Plan that makes provision for all mankind. Then they will fully appreciate that HE is truly a GOD of Love, and they will want to become HIS friends. 
We have the same picture only using a different symbol in Rev. 19: 15-21,
“And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should

smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he

treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty

God”.

“And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the

horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls

were filled with their flesh”.

Here again they are slain by HIS Word, this time symbolized by a sword out of the mouth, as in Heb. 4:12,
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any

twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and

spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the

thoughts and intents of the heart.”
 It is only those that resist the gracious invitation to ‘come’ and thereby prove that they are incorrigible that will have to experience the fire of the 2nd death, the lake of fire. By the end of the Millennium all enemies will have been totally destroyed in one way or the other (and that of their own choosing). 
1 Cor. 15:25-26 says, 

 “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”.

In Psalm 97:4 we read about the lightning, which is another symbol of the Truth. In verse 5 we have the hills (mountains NAS) melting like wax under the heat or fire of GOD’S Word. Satan’s unrighteous governments being dissolved to make way for Christ’s Kingdom and His incoming Government of Righteousness. They melt at the Presence of JEHOVAH, at the Presence of the LORD of the whole earth. The Heavens of verse 6 would be a reference to the coming Spiritual  Government, the New Heaven.
 We saw previously in Acts 1:9 that as our Lord ascended up to heaven, a cloud received Him. Is it possible that the symbolism could still be that of Judgment? It could be the sign that the Gospel Age Judgment was about to commence. When we speak of the Judgment Day, we normally think of the 1000-year Judgment Day for the world, but the Gospel Age is also a Judgment Day, commencing at Pentecost and lasting about 2000 years. This is the Judgment Day for the Church; those that are called and drawn of GOD for the high-calling. Quite a large number would have been judged over this period: as well as the Little Flock there is the Great Multitude, so many, that no man can number them. The understanding that the Gospel Age is a Judgment Day is supported by the Scriptures: firstly, 1Pet.4:17,
“For the time [is come] for judgment to
 begin at the house of God: and if [it begin] first

at us, what [shall be] the end of them that obey
 not the gospel of God?”

Secondly, we have the words of our Lord in John 12:31-32,
“Now is the judgment of this world: now
 shall the prince of this world be cast out.
 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
 draw all men unto myself”.

The Lord Jesus said: “Now is the judgment of this world…” He would have meant, when I have been lifted up on the cross and given My Life as a Ransom, then can the judging work commence. The judgment for eternal life or death could not start prior to the giving of the Ransom, because, before that time all were under the Adamic death-sentence. They have to obtain a release from this sentence before they could be put on trial for everlasting life. While this is the Judgment of the House of GOD, HIS true Church, it is the commencement of the Judgment of this world, as Jesus said. Because these were all part of the world, until they were called and drawn of GOD, accepted that call and made a total commitment by a full consecration of their lives. From that time on  they were no longer a part of the world.

Let us now look at Rev. 14:14-16,
“And I saw, and behold, a white cloud; and on the cloud
 [I saw] one sitting like

unto a son of man, having on his head a golden crown
, and in his hand sharp sickle. And another angel cam
e out from the temple, crying with a great voice to him

that sat on the cloud, Send forth thy sickle, and reap: 
for the hour to reap is come; for the harvest of

the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud cast his
 sickle upon the earth; and the earth was

reaped.”
This is an interesting illustration where we have a cloud involved. Again there must be a meaning to the cloud. It could still picture judgment. This is a picture of the harvest of the Church at the end of the Gospel Age. We may not think of this as being a Judgment work, but there is judgment involved as we see in Matt. 24:40-42,
“Then shall two man be in the field; one is taken,
 and one is left:

two women [shall be] grinding at the mill; one is
 taken, and one is left. Watch therefore: for ye know no
t on what day your Lord cometh.”

It is only those that are prepared and ready when the time comes, that will be taken to be with the Lord in the 1st Resurrection. Just as in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, it says that only those that were ready, went into the marriage Matt. 25:10,
“And while they went away to buy,
 the bridegroom came; 
and they that were ready

went in with him to the marriage feast:
 and the door was shut”

We would understand the harvest to include the Great Multitude. We note that there is a distinction made in the case of this cloud: it is a white cloud. This is the only place where we have the term ‘white cloud’ used. Could it be that a white cloud is used, because it depicts the harvest of the Church, the Over-comers, those that have been purified and made white; just as we are told in Rev. 19:8 that ‘fine white linen’ depicts the righteousness of  Saints. Also this cloud does not depict a severe judgment, like that coming upon the world in the Great Tribulation at the close of the age.

We have now covered one aspect of clouds, but there is still another aspect, and this is really the most important part of the illustration. Let us think carefully about what is the main purpose of our Lord’s 2nd Advent? It is not to produce the Great Tribulation, the Great Time of Trouble that is to come upon the whole earth, which will be very severe, but only for a short duration. It will pave the way for the main purpose of our Lord’s 2nd Presence. We all know very well what that is, as we see in Act.3:20-21,
“and that he may send the Christ who hath been
 appointed for you, [even] Jesus: whom the heaven
 must receive until the times of restoration of all
 things, whereof God

spake by the mouth of His holy prophets that have
 been from of old”.

It is to bring the Restoration to a suffering and dying race, as the scripture says in Gen 12:3,
“and I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and in

thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Before that of course, He will receive the Church unto Himself and take them to the place that He is preparing for them in His FATHER’S House above. But for the 1st 1000 years His work and our work will be to assist GOD’S earthly family up the highway of Holiness; that they might develop a righteous character and be worthy to receive their earthly inheritance.
We must put it into perspective, the dark and gloomy Tribulation time is, but for a brief moment when we compare it to our inheritance and the world’s inheritance, which will be for all eternity. Therefore it would be reasonable to expect that any symbolism that was linked in with our Lord’s Return would not convey only the 1st work, that is, the breaking down of this present order of things, but would also include the blessings that are to follow thereafter. We must think carefully about  the symbol itself, that is, the clouds.

The Scriptures use many natural things to illustrate deep spiritual truths, such as: sun, moon, stars etc. Our understanding of the truths that they each convey to us must be in keeping with the attributes of the natural symbols that is given. So let us think carefully about just what thoughts natural clouds convey to us. Many do not feel quite so good on a cloudy day. Cloudy weather is rather depressing. When we have a bright, sunny day, our spirits are lifted up. It has been discovered that sunshine stimulates the brain, therefore it would produce a feeling of wellbeing So then, when our Lord comes with clouds, it will be rather a gloomy time for many, as in the Matthew passage, all the tribes in the earth are mourning. Rev. 1:7 says that they will wail because of Him. As we saw, our Lord will be coming with clouds throughout the Millennium. As each one is brought back from the tomb, they will ‘see’ or ‘discern’ as it were, ‘the Lord coming.’
 Why does He continue to come with clouds throughout the Millennium? For those that are already of a right heart condition it will be easier than for others. They will not need the same amount of clouds of judgment and chastening to bring them into line. No doubt, many at first will find it a very hard and difficult time, as they will be restrained. They will no longer be free to do just as they please. It will take time before they will appreciate fully the great benefits of the new Ruler-ship. Does not the same thing apply to us, the called-out ones of the Gospel Age. Do we not also experience cloudy periods during our earthly pilgrimage? Heb. 12:11 says,
“All chastening seemeth for the present to be not joyous
 but grievous; yet afterward

it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that have
 been exercised thereby, [even the fruit] of

righteousness.”

This verse shows us the purpose of the cloudy periods, it is to bring about the peaceable fruits of righteousness. So the cloudy periods are for the assistance and benefits of each one, but as the verse says, it can only be helpful to those who are rightly exercised by this chastening. This applies to the Church now, and also to the world in the next age.

Let us think again about natural clouds. As mentioned before, we are not all that happy about a cloudy day, but, what is the purpose of the clouds? Is it not to bring rain on the earth? When the clouds clear away, we find shortly, all the fields have turned to lush green. The flowers are all blooming, the vegetable have picked up and are growing vigorously and the trees look refreshed. The sun is again shining brightly. So we see what a very appropriate symbol we have in clouds. We suggest that initially they picture the not so pleasant judging, restraining and chastening during their learning period. Then, following this, they picture the blessings that are to accrue as a result of this work, just as with natural clouds, showers of blessings. The work of  Restitution complete, the earth restored like the garden of Eden, mankind restored to perfection, each then possessing the character-likeness of their CREATOR.

We know that water pictures GOD’S Word, the Truth and the cleansing effect that it will have on us, as we see in Eph. 5:26,
“that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it
 by the washing of water with the word,”

now to Psalm 72:6-7,
“In his days shall the righteous flourish,
 And abundance of peace, till the moon be no

more. He will come down like rain upon the mown grass
 As showers that water the earth.”

What are clouds? They are really water in another form. We think of the scene of Jesus at the well with the woman of Samaria. Let us turn to John 4:10-14,
“Jesus answered and said unto unto her, 
If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that

saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest
 have asked of him, and he would have given thee

living water.

The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing
 to draw with, and the well is deep:

whence then hast thou that living water?

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave
 us the well, and drank thereof himself,

and his sons, and his cattle?

Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that
 drinketh of this water shall thirst again

but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water

that I shall give him shall become in him a well
 of water springing up unto eternal life”.

And John 7:37-39,
 “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,

  saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said,
 from within him shall flow rivers of

living water.

But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed 
on him were to receive: for the

Spirit was not yet [given]; because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

The way it is presented in the Jerusalem Bible makes the passage clearer.
John 37-38,

“On the last day and greatest day of the festival,
 Jesus stood there and cried out: 

“If any man is thirsty, let him come to me!

Let the man come and drink who believes in me!”
As scripture says: from his breast shall

 flow fountains of living water.”               Jerusalem Bible
This passage can be viewed in two different ways. The generally accepted understanding is, that the living water is to flow out from those that believe on Jesus Christ, but in our Lord’s explanation He does not really say this, but rather the reverse. He says the water is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, which those that believe on Him will receive, illustrated by the believer drinking the living water
from Him. When He says: “As the scripture says: ”from within Him shall flow rivers of living water.” He is quoting a scripture that would seem to be speaking of Himself. This is an Old Testament scripture that we do not have. In the Scriptures water is a symbol of several things, but in this passage our Master tells us specifically that it is an illustration of the Holy Spirit. Could this flow out from believers to others? Would it not come only from our Heavenly FATHER and the Lord Jesus?
 So clouds are a very beautiful picture of life-giving propensities. Without clouds there would be no rain. All life would soon cease; just as those who are rightly exercised by the symbolic clouds will receive life everlasting. Let us close with a couple of nice passages from the book of Isaiah, firstly, one that has reference to the judgment period, namely Isa. 26:8-9,
“Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Jehovah,
 have we waited for thee; to thy name,

even to thy memorial [name], is the desire of our soul.

With my soul have I desired thee in the night;
 yea, with my spirit within me will I seek

thee earnestly: for when thy judgments are in the earth
, the inhabitants of the world learn

righteousness”.
That of course is the whole purpose of the 1000-year Judgment Day, that the inhabitant will learn righteousness. The verse that follows shows that there will be some that will not profit from the Favour that is shown to them. Now to Isa. 25:8-9,
“He hath swallowed up death for ever; and the Lord
 Jehovah will wipe away tears from

off all faces; and the reproach of his people will he take
 away from off all the earth: for Jehovah

hath spoken it.
And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God;
 we have waited for him, and he

will save us: this is Jehovah; we have waited for him,
 we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation”.
This passage says: “…for the LORD hath spoken it.” That is good enough for us. HIS Promises are certain and sure, not one jot or title of HIS many Precious Promises to us and to the world in general will fail.
 Our hope, our desire and our prayers are that as many as possible will respond to the Favour shown to them in the coming Kingdom Age because we know, that is also the Desire of our GOD. For ourselves may we humbly submit to whatever experiences that the LORD may allow to come upon us. May we benefit from them and be accounted worthy to live with the Lord Jesus in the place that He has prepared for His Bride in His FATHER’S Heavenly Home and for the next 1000 years have the privilege of assisting in the great Millennial Age work. Amen.
